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ESSAY ON PRAYER, &c. 

Prayer is tlie application of want to 
Him who aloae can relieve it — the confes- 
sion of sin to Him who alone can pardon 
it. It is the urgency of poverty, the pros- 
tration of humility, the fervency of peni- 
tence, the confidence of trust. It is not 
eloquence, but earnestness; not the de- 
finition of helplessness, but the feeling of 
it: not figures of speech, but compunction 
of soul. It is tlie " Lord, save us, we 
perish," of drowning Peter — the cry of 
faith to the ear of mercy. 



AdoiatiOD IS tte noblest employment of 
oieated beings ; confession tlie Hatui-al lan- 
guage of guilty creatures ; gratitude tlie 
epoDtaneout- eipiession. of pardoned sin- 
nt-iB Prayer is dearei it is not a mere 
cncpption of the mind, not an effort of the 
intellect, not an act of tlie memory, but an 
elevation of the soul towards its Maker ; a 
pressing sense of oui" own ignorance and 
infirmity, a consciousness of the perfections 
of God, of his readjne^ to heai-, of his 
power to help, of his willingness to save. 
It is not an emotion produced in the senses, 
nor an effect wrought by the imagination ; 
but a determination of the will, an effusion 
of the heart. 

Prayer is an act both of the understand- 
ing and of the heart. The understanding 
must apply itself to the knowledge of the 
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Divine perfections, or tlm heart will not bo 
led to the adoration of them. It would 
not be a reasonable service if the mind 
were excluded. It must be rational wor- 
ship, or the human worshipper will not 
biing to the service tiie distinguishing 
faculty of his nature, wliicli is reason. It 
miist be spiritual worsliip, or it wiU want 
the distinclive quality to make it accepta- 
ble to Him who is a spirit, and who has 
declared that he will be woi-shipped " in 
spiiit and in truth." 

Man is not only a sinful but also a help- 
less, and therefore a dependant being. This 
offers new and powerful motives to prayer, 
and shows the necessity of looking con- 
tinunlly to a higher power, to a better 
strength than our own. If that Power sus- 
tains us not we fall ; if He direct us not we 



wander. His guidance is not only perfect 
freedom, but perfect safety. Our greatest 
danger begins from the moment we imagine 
Tve are able to go alone. 

He who does not believe this fundamen- 
tal truth, "the helplessness of man," oa 
which the other doctrines of the Bible are 
built — even he who does nominally profess 
to assent to it as a doctrine of Scripture, 
yet if he does not experimentally acknow- 
ledge it — if he does not fee! it in tbe con- 
victions of tis own awakened conscience, 
in his discovery of the evil workings of his 
own heart, and the wrong propensities of 
hia own nature, all beaiing their testimony 
to ifa truth, — such a one will not pray 
earnestly for its cure — will not pray with 
that feeling of his own helplessness, with 



that sense of dependanoe on Diyine assist- 
ance wliidi alone mates prayer effioacioua. 

NotMng ■win make us truly humble, 
notlxing will make us constantly vigilant, 
nothing will entirely lead us to have re- 
courise to prayer, so fervently or so fre- 
quently as this ever-ahiding seme of our 
corrupt and helpless nature, as our not be- 
ing iible to ascribe any disposition in our- 
selves to anything that is good, or any 
poiver to avoid, by om* own strength, any- 
thing tliat is evil. 

Prayer is right in itself as the most 
powerful means of resisting sin and ad- 
vancing in holiness. It is above all right, 
as everything is which has the authority 
of Scripture, the command of God, and tlio 
example of Christ. 

There is perfect consistency in nil the 
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ordinances of God; a peifect cungruitj in 
tlie whole scheme of his dispensations If 
man were not a cornipt cieatme, suth 
prayer as the gospel pnjnins would not 
have been necessary. Had not piayer been 
an important means for curing those cor- 
ruptions, a God of perfect wisdom would 
not have ordered it. He would uot have 
proliibiled everything which tends to in- 
flame and promote them, had they not ex- 
isted ; nOT would he have commanded 
everything that has a tendency to diminish 
and remove them, had not their existence 
been fatal. Prayer, therefore, is an indis- 
pensable part of his economy and of our 
obedience. 

We cannot attdn to a just notion of 
prayer while we remain ignorant of our 
own niituie, of the nature of God as re- 



veaJed in Scripture, of our relations to him, 
and of our dependaace on him. If, there- 
fore, we do not live in the daily study of 
the holy Scriptures, we shall want the 
highest motive to this duty, and the best 
helps for perfoiining it; if we do, the co- 
gency of these motives, and the inestimable 
value of these helps, will render argument 
unnecessary, and exhortation superfluous. 
One cause, therefore, of the dulness of 
many Christians in prayer is their sUght 
acqnaintaiice with the sacred volume. 
They hear it periodically, tbey read it oc- 
casionally, ttey are contented to toiow it 
historically, to consider it superficially; 
but tliey do not eadeavor to get their 
minds imbued with its spirit. If they store 
their memoiy with its facts, they do not 
impress their hearts with its trutli. They 



do not regiffd it as the nutriment on whicii 
their spii-itual life and growth depend. 
They do not pray over it; they do not 
oonader ali its doetiines as of practical 
application ; they do not cultivate that spi- 
ritual discernment which alone can enable 
them judiciously to appropriate its pro- 
mises, and apply its denunciations, to their 
own actual case. They do not use it as 
an unerring line to ascertain their omi 
rectitude, or detect their own obliquity. 

Tliough we cannot pray with a too deep 
sense of ^n, we may maie our sins too ex- 
clusively the object of our prayers, Wliile 
we keep, with a self-debasing eye, our own 
cormptions in ^iew, let iis look with equal 
intentnesB on that mercy which cleanselh 
from all ^n. Let our prayera be all hu- 
miliation, but let them not be all com- 



plaint. When men indulge no other 
tkouglit l)ut that tliey are rebeb, the tope- 
lessuess of pardon hardens them into dis- 
lojalty. Let us look to the mercy of the 
King as well as to the rebellioa of the 
subject. If we contemplate his grace as 
displayed in the gospel, then, though our 
humility will increase, our despair will 
vanish. Gratitude in this, as in human in- 
stances, w31 create affection: — "We love 
him, because he &st ioved us," 

Let us, therefore, always keep our un- 
wortliiness in view, to remind us that we 
stand in need of the mercy of QodinChrist, 
but never plead it as a reason wty we 
should not draw nigh to him to implore 
that mercj'. The best men are unworthy 
for tlieir own sakes ; the worst, on repent- 



ance, will be :iocepted for His sake and 
through his merits. 

In prayer, then, the perfections of God, 
and especially his mercies in owr redemp- 
tion, should occupy our tlioughts as much 
as our sins ; our obligations to him as much 
as our departures from him. We should 
keep «p in our hearts a constimt sense of 
our owu Tveatness, not with a design to 
disoowage the mind and depress the spi- 
rits, but with a, view to drive iis out of 
ourselves in search of tlie Divine assist- 
ance. We should contemplate our in- 
firmity in order to draw us to look for his 
strength, and to seek that power from God 
which we vainly look for in ourselves ; we 
do not tell a sick friend of his danger in 
order to grieve and ten'ify bim, but to in- 



duce him to apply to his physician, and to 
have recourse to his remedy. 

The success of prayer, though promised 
to all who offer it in perfect ancerity, is 
not so frequently promised to the cry of 
distress, to the impulse of fear, or the 
emergency of the moment, as to humble 
perseverance in devotion ; it is to patient 
waiting, to assiduous solicitation, to un- 
wearied importunity that God has declared 
thrtt He will lend His ear, that He will give 
the communication of His Spirit, that He 
will grant the return of our requests. 
Nothing but this holy perseverance can 
keep up in our minds a humble sense of 
our dependmice. It is not by a mere casual 
petition, however passionate, but by ha- 
bitual application, tliat devout affections 
are excited and maintained, that our con- 



verse with Heaven is carried on. It is by 
no other means that we can be assured, 
with St. Paul, that " we are risen with 
Christ," hut this obvious one — that we 
thus seek the things which are above ; that 
the heart is renovated ; that tlxe mind is 
lifted above this low scene of things ; that 
the spirit breathes in a purer atmosphere ; 
that the whole man is enlightened, and 
igthened, and purified ; and that the 
I frequently so tlie more nearly we 
approach to the throne of God. We shall 
find also, that player not only expresses 
but ehoits tlie Divine grace. 

Prayer draws all the Christian ^"aces 
into its focus. It draws Charity, followed 
by her lovely train, her forbearance with 
faults, ber for^veness of mjuries, her pity 
1 foe want. It 



draws Repentance, wiik her holy 
her pious resolutions, her self- distrust. It 
attracts Faith, with her elevated eye- 
Hope, with her grasped anchor — Benefi- 
cence, with her open hand — Zeal, lookmg 
far and wide to serve— Hiunility, with in- 
troverted eye, looking at home. Prayer, 
by quickenrng these graces in the heart, 
warms them info life, fits them for service, 
and dismisses each to its appropriate prac- 
tice. Cordial prayer is mental virtue; 
Christian virtue is spiritual action. The 
mould into which genuine prayer casts 
the soul is not effaced hy the suspension 
of the act, but retains some touches of the 
impression till the act is repeated. 

But he to whom the duty of prayer is 
unknown, and by whom the privilege of 
prayer is unfelt ; or he by whom it is neg- 
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leoted. o lit w ho u&es it for form and not 
from feeluig m-iy probably say, Will this 
work Weill cQie eien it necessary, never 
Lnow an end ' Will theie be no period 
when Gjd will dispense with its regular 
CAeicifs'' Will there never be sucii an 
attainment of the tnd proposed, aa that 
we may h<- illtwed to discontinue the 
meina' 

To thpse mt«rroga.tones there ia but 
onp ansnei — miuswet ^\hich shall be also 
Bnde bi in ij.ppil t the mquii-ftr himself. 

It thpie bp ny diy m which we iU'c 
quit* eertaii that we ^hall meet with no 
tnil liom Pioiidente no temptation from 
the woild any day m wbu,h we shall be 
sure to have no wrong tempere excited in 
ourselves, no call to bear with tJiose of 
others, no misfortune to encounter, and 



no need of Diyine assistance to endure it ; 
on that mornrag we may safely omit prayer. 

If there be an e^'ening in wliieh we 
have received no protection from God, and 
experienced no mercy at Ms hands ; if we 
have not neglected a single opportnnity of 
doing or receiving good ; if we are quite 
certain tliat we have not once spoken un- 
advisedly with our lips, nor entertained one 
vam or idle tJiought in our heaii. ; on that 
night we may safely omit to praise God, 
and to confess our own sinfulness ; on that 
night we may safely omit humiliation and 
thanksgiving. To repeat the converse 
woidd he snpei-flnous. 

When we can conscientiously say, that 
■eligion has given a tone to our conduct, a 
law to our actions, a rule to oiu* thoughts, a 
bridle to om- tongue, a restraint to evc]y 



wrong passion, a check to eveiy ill temper, 
then some will say. We may safely be dis- 
missed from the drudgeiy of prayer, it will 
then have answered all the ends wMeli you 
so tii-esomely recommend. 80 far from 
it, we i-eally figure to ourselves, that if 
we could hope to hear of a human bemg 
taught to such perfection of discipline, it 
would unquestionably be found that this 
would be the very being who would con- 
littue most peraevermgly in the practice of 
that devotion which had so mateiially con- 
tributed to bring his heart and mind into 
so desirable a state, who wor\id most trem- 
ble to discontinue prayer, who would be 
most appalled at the thought of the con- 
dition into which such discontinuance would 
be likely to reduce him. Whatever others 
do, he will continue forever to " sing prtdses 



unto Tliee, Thou most Highest ; he will 
continue to tell of Thy loving-kindness 
early ia the morning, a.iid of thy trutli in 

Out reluctant devotions may remind us 
of the remai'k of a certain great political 
wit, who apologized for his late attendance 
in Parliament by his being detained while 
a party of soldiers were dragging a volun- 
teer to his duty. How many ex^u^es do 
we find for not being in time ! How many 
apologies for brerity ! How many evasions 
for neglect ! How imwiUing, too often, are 
we to come into the diyine presence, liow 
reluctant to reuimn in it? Tho^ie hours 
wl\ich are least valuable for business, which 
are least seasonable for pleasure, we com- 
monly give to religion. Our energies which 
were so eserted in the society we have jiLSt 
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quitted, are sunk as we approach tlie divine 
presence. Our Jieaits, wliich were all ala- 
crity in some frivolous conversation, be- 
come cold and inanimate, as if it were the 
natural property of devotion to freeze the 
affections Our animal spirits, which so 
readUy pei formed their functions before, 
now slacken their vigor and lose their vi- 
vacity. The sluggish body sympatliizes 
with the unwilling mind, and each pro- 
motes the deadness of the other ; both are 
slow in listening to the call of duty ; both 
are soon weary in performing it. As 
prayer requires all the energies of the 
compound being of man, so we too often 
feel as if there were a conspiracy of body, 
soul, nnd spirit, to decline and disqualify 

To be deeply impressed with a few fun- 



damental ti-uths, to digest them thoroughly, 
to meditate on them seriously, to pray over 
them fcrveatly, to get them deeply rooted 
in the heart, will he more productive of 
taith and hohneaf, than to laboi iftei viii 
ety, ingenuity, oi ele^anie The indul 
gence of imigmation iviU rather di'itiact 
th^u edify Sear(,lung after ingemous 
thought's will lather di^ei-t the attention 
from God to ourhehes, than piomote ii\ 
edn(,as of thought, smgleness of intention 
and de\otedness of spint "Whate^ei lo 
subtle and refined, is m dnigei of hemg 
unsoiiptural If we do notguaid the mmd, 
it will learn tc wandei in quest of no\ el 
tie-, It wdl bet more ^alue on oiigmal 
thoughts than devout affections It is the 
IrtiainesE, of pMyei to La-t doiMi imagiaa 
ti 1.-, -nhiih gT d\h the nitmil i tlVlt^ li 



the miiid, while they have the lieai-t i\n- 
hum'b'Led. 

We should confine ourselves to the pre- 
sent business of tie present moment; ive 
should keep the mind in a state of per- 
petual dependance. "Nowiathe accepted 
time." " To-day we mtist hear his voice." 
" Gfive iis this day oiir daily bread." The 
marnia will not keep till to-morrow: to- 
morrow win have its own wants, and miist 
have its own petitions. To-morrow we 
must seek the bread of heaven afresh. 

We should, however, avoid coming to 
our devotions with unfurnished minds. We 
should he always lajnng in roateiiils for 
prayer, hy a diligent com-se of serious read- 
ing, hy treai^uring up in our minds the most 
impoi'tant truths, and by a careful and 
solemn self-oxaraiiiation. If we rush into 



the divine presence witli a vacant, or igno- 
rant, or unprepared mind, witii a heart fill- 
ed with the world; as we shall feel no 
disposition or qualification for the work we 
are about to engage in, so we cannot espect 
that our petitions will be heard or granted. 
There must be some congruity between the 
heart and the object, some affinity between 
the state of our minds and the business in 
which they are employed, if we would es- 
pect succ^a in the work. 

We are often deceived both as to the 
principle and the effect of our prayers. 
When from some external cause the heart 
ia glad, the spirits light, the thoughts rea- 
sonable, the tongue voluble, a kind of spon- 
taneous eloquence is the result ; with this 
we are pleased, and this ready flow we are 
ready to impose on ouiaelves for piety. 



On the other hand, when the mind is 
dejected, the animal spirits low, the 
thoughta confused ; when appoate words 
do not readily present themselTCS, we are 
apt to accuse ow hearts of want of fervor, 
to lament unr weakness, and to mourn that, 
because we have ao pleasure in praying, 
oiir prayei's have, therefore, not ascended 
to the throne of mercy. In both cases we 
perhaps judge ourselves unfairly. These 
unready accents, these faltering praises, 
these ill-expressed petitions may find more 
acceptance than the florid talk with which 
we were so well satisfied i the latter con- 
sisted, it may be, of shining thoughts float- 
ing on the ftuicy, eloquent words dwelling 
only on the lips : the former was the sigh- 
ing of a contrite heart, abased by the feel- 
ing of itf own uiiworthiness, aiid awed by 



tlie perfections of a holy and heart-search- 
ing God. The heart is dissatisfied with its 
own dull and tasteless repetitions, which, 
with iill their imperfections, infinite good- 
ness may perhaps hear with favor. We 
may not only he elated with the fluency, 
but e\ en with the fervency of our prayers. 
Vanity may grow out of the very act of 
renouncing it, and we may hegin to feel 
pioud at having humbled ourselves so 



There is, however, a strain and spirit 
of prayer equally distinct from tiiat facility 
and copiousness for which we certainly are 
never the better m the sight of God, and 
from that constraint and dryness for which 
we may be never the worse. There is a 
ample, solid, pious strain of prayer, in 
wliicli ttie supplicant Is so filled and oc- 



cupied witli a sense of his own dependance, 
and of the importance of the things for 
which he asks, and so persuaded of the 
power and grace of God through Christ 
to give liim those things, that while he is 
engaged in it, he does not merely imagine, 
but feels assured that God is nigh to him 
as ^ reconciled Father, so that every bur- 
den, and doubt are taken off from his mind. 
"He knows," as St. John expresses it, 
"thttt he has the petition he desired of 
God," and he feels the truth of that pro- 
mise, " while they speak I will hear." This 
is the perfection of prayer. 

Prayer ia the soul'a sincere desire, 

tJnnttered or expressed ; 
The motion of a hidden fire 
That trembles in the breast. 



Prnyei' is the burden of a aigh, 

The falling of a tenr; 
The upwiu'd glancing of an eye, 

When none but God is iieiir. 

Prayer la the aimpleat form of speech, 

The infant lips can ti-y ; 
Prajev the sublimest strains that reach 

The majesty on high. 

Prayer is the Chriatian's vitnl breath, 

Tlie Christian's native air, 
His wntcliworda at the gates of death ; 
He entera heaven by prayer. 

Returaiag from his ways, 
While angels in their songs rejoice. 
And say, "Behold he prays," 

The aaintfl in prayer appear aa one, 
In word, and deed, and mind, 



Wlipn wlrh the Father and the Son, 
Thttir feHowsIiip lliey find. 

Noi' prayer is rande on eai-th alone ; 

The Holy Spji'it pleads ; 
And Jesus on tiie etBi"cal thi'one. 

For sinners intercedes. 

O Thou, by whom wo come to God; 

The Life, the Truth, the Wny : 
The path, of prayer thyself hsiet trod 
Loi-d, teach us how to pray. 

James Mobtgosikry. 

See this suhjecl discussed at length, in a 
work entitled "The Spirit of Prayir" hy 
Sannak More. 



THOUGHTS 



PRIVATE DEYOTION. 



INTRODUCTION, 

It is the indispensable duty of every Chris- 
tian to pray m jrrwate. 
Our Saviour hatt enjoined it on all his 
followers, by precept, by promise, and by 
bis own blessed example; "Wlien. thou 
prayest, enter into thy closet, and when 
thou, hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
■which is in secret, niid thy Father Trbicli 
seeth in secret shall reward thee openly," 
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(Matt. ri. 9.) Tlie precept is positive : the 
promise is certain : in both the singular 
mimbCT is used, Christ here saith to each 
of his followers, "Enter into thy closet." 
"Pray to thy Father." Thy Father shall 
rewatd thee. As obedience to the divine 
precepts is geceraily attended with a pre- 
sent hlesaing, so is it hei-e. For private 
prayer sweetly inclines and disposes a per- 
son to a cheerful performance of every 
other reli^ous duty and service ; and the 
power of godliness in the soul flourishes 
or decays as fie private duties of the closet 
are attended to or neglected. This, in con- 
junction with the precept, promise, and 
example of the Saviour, furnishes the true 
Christian with powerful motives for con- 
tinuing instant in private prayer even ui>to 
tlie end : wlien his heavenly Father, who 
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seetli in secret, ivill, in ua espoci;i! manner, 
openly reward liim. 

Tiie Saviom-'s example of private piajer 
ari-ested the attention of all tlie evangeliate. 
How often do we read of liis sending tlie 
multitude away, and going up into a moun- 
tain apart to pray ! (Matt. xiv. 24. Maik 
vi. 46.) St. Mark mentions his rising up a 
gi-eat while before day for that purpose. 
And St. Luke records one instance (doubt- 
less it was not the only one) of his going 
" out iinto a mountain to pray, and con- 
fanuiiig all night in prayer to God." (Luke 
vi. 12.) For the sake of piivate prayer, 
he woidd forego the pleasure of conversa- 
tion with his disciples on the most inter- 
esting subjects. When liis heart was full 
of heaviness, and his aoiil exceeding sor- 
rowful, instead of telling the pavtioulain of 



the sad tale in the ears of his disciples, 
who loved him, he said unto them, " Sit ye 
here, while I go and pi-ay yonder," (Matt, 
sxvi. 30.) There he unbosomed his scral 
to his Father, offering up *' prayers and 
supplications, with strong crying and tears, 
unto him wlio was able to save him from 
death, and was heard in that he feared." 
(Heb. V. ';.) 

" Night IS the time to pmy; 

Oar Saviour oft withdrew 

To desert mountains far away, 

So will his followers do ; 

Steal from the throng to haunts untrod, 

And hold communion there widi God." 

James Mor. 



What an illustrious example. Did He 
spend toKole nights in private prayer on a 



cold mountain, for our sakes ; and shall 
■we think it too much to spend a portion 
of the day in our closets, for the furtherance 
of our own spiritual and eternal welfare ? 
Oh, that we were dsiily imitating more that 
noblo pattei'n which his holy life esliibits, 
hy being much alone with God ! What is 
Christianity but an imitation of all the in- 
imitable perfections of the Sswiour ? A 
Christian's whole life should be a visible 
representation of Christ. Tlie example of 
pa,triarchs, prophets, apostles, and saints, 
as recorded in the Old and New Testa- 
ments, plainly show, that, to be " followera 
of them who through faith and patience 
inherit the promises," we should be much 
in private prayer. Exit, to the spirituiJly- 
minded Christian, the example of Christ 
vastly transcends all othei-s. Tlioae of the 



best of men sire defective. Hia alone is 
the perfect pattern. To be aa imitator of 
him in hH hia moral virtues is the duty and 
priyilege of a Christian. And, of all others, 
they are the happiest who come tiio near- 
est to his bright example. 



rea has many advastages. 

t secret we may more freely, fulhj, and 
safely unbosom our souls to God, than 
we can do in the presence of many or few. 





[k public, confessions of s 


n ai-e made in 


genei-fil terms. In private, w 


may descend 


to 


particiilai-s. 


The hefu't knoweth his 


ow 


n bitterness." 


(Prov. xir 


10.) Every 


CI 


ristian has his 


secret fainlts, from which 



he desires to be cleansed. (Ps. six. 12). 
He has not the grosser rices of the un- 
godly to confess, But hecomng dail> 
mo e LcquRinted with the =pir hnl t) of 
God= ]i« ind the dtep depn^ tvif his 
o«n heii-t he feels himself tout nually 
P on to Pii and discovei-s mthm him a. 
\ iiety of things of a smful nituie which 
hp de lies heaitily and Bmcpi I'' to con 
fesA it a thi me cf giace Th" thought of 
foolt&lmes'!^a proud look — a \ im iim^'ma 
tion— a smful mchnation — a seciet m umur 
— arepmmg thrught — the ehTht^st mdi 
oat on of tn unforgivmg tempei —the re 
minis of uiibel ef — seciet dihtp tt — carnal 
reason ngs — a want of i\ itchfulness — for 
niiht\ m holy duties — the compiritive 
coldne^, of his affpf-tuns tiwaids bmenly 
thin_s — the smilkst de^iPt oi l^ ildh- 



mindedness — the lisinga of envy, vain- 
glory, or spiritual pride — tke want of love 
towards &od or man — a hasty expression 
or an unguai-ded word, though perhaps un- 
observed by othera — these, and a variety 
of similar things, which at times disturb a 
pious mind, and giieve his heart, will fur- 
nish him with abundant matter for confes- 
sion before God, in whose word it is writ- 
ten He that i.u\ereth his sin shill not 
pi spei but whoso conft, i,pth ind for- 
sTkcth them shill hai e mprey (Prov. 
\x\viu 13) Asip'^tient afflicted n th a 
loatht, me disease peaks not puHi 1^ of 
all the symptoms of his cioe but tikes a 
con\pnit,nt oppoitiuutyof mentiomn^ them 
to his physician — so the Christian wHl not 
publish to the world all the corrupt work- 
■ ings of his heart, which he feels and In- 
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ments ; but, availing himself of the fit op- 
portunity private prayer affords, will freely 
confess tliem to his heavenly Physician, 
Christ Jesus, Tvho alone can forgive all his 
ains, and heal all the spiritual diseases of 
the soul. 

Confession of sin, however, is but one 
part of a Christian's duty in his closet. 
Willie passing through this vale of tears, 
he has his peculiar trials, his peculiar wants, 
aad his peculiar mercies. Another will 
scarcely he foimd whose experience in all 
points will accord with his own. Iii all his 
triads, wants, and mercies, he alone seems 
to be deeply interested. No one else can 
so feelingly express what his sufferings 
tinder trials are, the urgency of his wants, 
or the gratitude he feels for mercies he 
has received. Hence arises the insufficien- - 



cy of public and family prayei- for every 
purpose, and tlie necessity of the Chi-is- 
tian's retiring to his closet — where, thi-ough 
OTir great "High Priest, who is touched 
with the feeling of our iiifinnities," he may 
in secret " come boldly to a throne of grace, 
and obtain mercy, and find grace to help 
in every time of need." (Heb. iv. 15, IG.) 



Private Prayer is a privilege of which a 
Christian may at all limes avail himself. 
Ill health, affliction in his family, i.m- 
favorable weather, the distance, and a 
variety of other circumstances, may detain 
him from the public means of gra«e ; but 
none of these can prevent his praying in 
secret. However desirous he may be of 



enjoying tb.c benefits of a domestic altar, 
a want of piety in liis friends, or P. deter- 
mined opposition to domestic woreliip in 
the heads of liis family, may deprive liim 
of this means also. But neither friends nor 
enemies have power to prevent his holding 
communion with his God in secret. No 
time is unseasonable for such a purpose — 
no place unfit for such devotions. There 
is no comer so dark — no place so secret, 
but God ia there. He never wants an eye 
to see, an ear to hear the cries and groans, 
nor a heart to grant the request, of him 
who sinoei-ely prays to Him in secret. 
There are no desires so confused — no re- 
quests so broken— no effort so feeble, as to 
escape his notice. The eye that God hath 
upon his people in secret, is such a special 
tender eye of love as opens his ear, his 



heart, Mid liis hand, for theii- good. " The 
eye^ of the Lord Tie oiei the iioIi+bot.is 
lad his eaM are open to their p ayere 
Should the 1 petitions be feeble and flint 
aal s em to them scaicelv to n.ti,li the 
heavtns he will ^nciou'.ly 6 w lown h s 
eai Jid attend to the pi-njer thit goeth 
not oit of feigned hpa Hp knoiis the 
mtentnn'! of the heart He peiceiies the 
motion? of the ''Oul He lecnrd^ them ^ll 
m the be ok of hi& remenil i mce ind i^ill 
one day openly reward all these secret 
btoisactions. Did Christians more fully be- 
Ueve this, and more seriously consider it — 
they would Uve more tl mWuIIi 1 I lore 
cheerfully, suffer mo e p t tl fight 
against the world, th fl 1 and th devil, 
more manfully, and laj tl n 1 t for 

God, his interests, and ^1 j no e f ely. 



Prioale Prayer is a svriphiral means of 
obtaining a dearer- knowledge of ilie re- 
vealed will of God, 

It lias heen compared to a golden key 
unlocking the mysteries of the divine word. 
"If any nmii lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God." (J'iimes i. 5.) The knowledge of 
many choice and blessed tniths is but the 
returns of private prayer. We have a re- 
markable instance of this in the history of 
Cornelius. " At the ninth hour (saith he) 
I prayed' in my house, and behold a man 
stood by me in bright clothing, and said, 
Cornelius, thy prayer is heard. (Acts x. 
30, 31.) Send men to Joppa and call for 
Simon, whose siraame is Peter, who shall 
tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy 
house shall be saved." (Acts si. 13, 14.) 



His prayer was not only heard and accept- 
ed, but gi-aoiouslj- anaivei-ed, in the irnow- 
ledge lie obtained of salvation by Jesus 
Christ. Another instance may be adduced 
fi'om the book of Daniel. He was a man 
who studied the sacred Scriptui-es, (Dan. 
ix. 2,) and in answer to prayer, obtained 
a clearer knowledge of their contents. 
" Wliile I was speaking and praying, and 
confessing my sin, and tlie sin of my peo- 
ple Israel, and presenting my supplication 
before the Lord my God. for the holy 
mountain of my God ; yea, lohile I ivaa 
speaking in pvyer, even the man Gabriel, 
whom I had seen in the vision at the be- 
ginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched 
me about the tJme of the evening oblation ; 
and he infoi-med me, and talked with me, 
and said, Danitl, I ara now come forth 



io give thee skill and understanding. At 
tJie beginning of thy supplications the 
commandment came fortli, and I am come 
to show thee ; for thou art gi-eatly beloved : 
therefore undei'stand the matter and con- 
sider the vision." (Dan. ix. 20, 23.) To 
" understand the matter "—to have clearer 
views of tlie revealed will of God, was a 
great blessing; but, not a greater than 
tliat gracious assurance with wliioh the 
communication of that knowledge was ac- 
companied, namely, that he was in the 
fav,or of God, a "man greatly beloved." 
Happy is he who in sincerity seeks instruc- 
tion at the fo Ml tain-head of all spiritxial 
wisdom ! Tlie Holy Ghost is promised to 
teach us all things. (John siv. 26.) The 
promises of God should he pleaded in 
prayer. He loves to he sued on his own 



bond ; and delights to lade tlie wings of 
secret prayer witli his sweetest, choicest, 
richest blessings. Hence it is that the 
TTord of Christ dwells most liclily in them 
who are most diligent and fervent ia pouv- 
iiiff out their heai-ts to him in s,eoret. 



Tlo /o J sljo I Q to ly i 

elar/e tie dut of the closet genmally 
jno pm boil n ie tipo ah and sj I ah 

G-ODL HE i& pr fitahlp ut to all things 
1 avmg I rom se of the life tl at e t and 
of that which is to come." (l 'i'im. iv. 8.) 
To enter on the duties of our callirg in the 
fear of God, and to do all with a view to 
hia glory, is the stti-est way to obtain the 
blessing of Heaven. Ternporal affairs are 



best expedited wlien tkey ai-e made the 
subjects of secret prayer. G-enevally speak- 
ing, he who prays fervently in his closet, 
will speed well in his shop, at the plough, 
or in whatsoever he may turn Ill's hand 
unto. "Them that honor me (saith the 
Lord), I ivill honor ; and they that despise 
me shall be ligttly esteemed." (1 Sam. ii. 
30.) AH the worthies, who are mentioned 
in Scripture as men of private prayer, 
prospered in the world. God hlessed to 
them their hlessings, and eventually made 
their cup of temporal mercies to oveiflow. 
And in the List great day, when God shall 
judge the seoi-ets of men by Jesus Christ, 
and shall openly reward them that have 
prayed to him secretly, it will be manifest 
to assembled worlds, that no fanuBes have 
been so prospered, protected and blessed. 



as tlin-,e wlir have been most dlligeat m 
mamtamng seciet coimniinion ivitliHim. 

A& to spiii iel ttiingf., it is most corb\in 
tint piivite duotioa prepares the heart, 
and iite the mwl so to speak, for the yuh- 
lic duties of lelgion Ho who willingly 
negletts onp Ins <ieldom much enjojiuent 
in the other. But he who in secret waits 
upon G-od sincerely, will, in the piiblio 
means, frequently find his spiritual strength 
renewed, his languishing gi'aces revived, 
his intercoui-se with Heaven moi-e pure, his 
hopM more elevated, and his enjoyments 
more spiritual. Want of private prayer 
miiy be oue great reason why many are so 
heavy and dull, so foi-mal and careless, so 
unfruitftil and lifeless, uuder the publjc 
means of grace. Oh, that Christians 
■would serioiif^ly lay tins to liciivt! Ho 



wlio would have liia soul athirst for God, 
and long to see his goings in the sanctuary, 
{Psalm kiii, 1, 2,) wlio would liave public 
oidiuimcea lovely and delightful to his soul, 
his di'ooping spiiits refreshed, his weak 
faith streagtliened, his strong corruptions 
suhdued, and his affections set oa heacenly 
things (Col. iii. 2), should be frequeat and 
fervent in secret prayer. How ati'ong in 
grace — how victorious over sin — liow dead 
to the world — how alive to Christ^how 
fit to live — how prepared to die — might 
many a ChristJan have been, had he more 
diligently, seriously, and conscientiously 
i the duties of the closet 1 



Diligence and perseverance in secret prayer 
may ie regarded as a certain evidence of 
sincerity. 

pBivATB prayer is not tlie hyponi'ite's 
delight. He can find no solid sat^fiiction 
ill such exercises. He loves to pray where 
others may notice his devotions and com- 
mend hiin ; and he has his reward. (Matt, 
vi. 5.) Tlie Scriptures record iiotliiuw of 
Saul and Judas, Demas and Simon JLigus, 
that affords the slightest eYidence of tlieir 
Jiaviiig addicted themselvw to secret pray- 
er. The Scribes and Pharisees if.suinod 
the garb of exterior saucJity, but we n'iver 
read of their retuing to a solitai-y placb to 
pray. A good name among men w more 
valued by a hypocrite than a good life nr a 
good conscience. Under some tempovny 



alaim lie may cry aloud upon his bed, or 
seek relief on his knees in retiremeiit. But, 
" Will 1)6 deliglit himself in the Almighty ? 
-Brill lia 1w J Up G d (J b 
xxvii. 10) If tl b d tl 

effect w 11 Wl his fe. h 

subsided d h p ta t anquilliz d 
he wm d t u tl p t 1 jin 
aside hiptpyrs km 

tiisk. S t d t t 1 dn 7 

work. S If th 1 1 1 1 np — Uh 
interests nnd the plaudits of men nourish 
its flame. If tiiese ai-e wanting, its bril- 
liancy declines ; and, as his hope of these 
fail, its light gradually or instantly expires. 
" Can the rush grow up without mire ? — 
can tlie flag grow without water 1 — whilst 
it is yet in its greenness, and not cut down, 
it withereth before any other herb. So 



are the paths of sll tlmt forget God : and 
the hjpocnte's hope sLall perish." (Job 
viii. n, 13.) 

He docs not "fur/jet God, ivlio perae- 
verea in tlie duties of the closet." God is 
the object, and his glofy tlie end, of his 
secret devotions. He retires from the ob- 
servation of men to " give unto the Lord 
the glory due unto his name, (and to) wor- 
ship the Lord in the beauty of holiness." 
(Ps. xxix. 2.) He is aot satisfied mth a 
mere external performance of tiie duty. 
He examines his motives, scratinizes the 
workings of his heart, and aftenvards re- 
views the whole transaction. " I call to 
remembrance my song in the night: I 
commune with my own heart : my spirit 
made diligent search." (Ps. Ixxvii. 3.) 
Not so the hypocrite. " Praying always, 



with all prayer and supplication in the 
spirit, and watching thereunto with all jje)*- 
severance," (Epli. vi. 18,) is not his prac- 
tice. He has ever at liand some excnse 
for the neglect oi pivate prayer. Though 
he squanders perhaps every day more than 
an hour of his time in frivoloiis conversa- 
tion or Tomiecessary visitjngs, he can per- 
suade himself his engagements are so many 
and so urgent, that he has no time for re- 
tiring to his closet without neglecting his 
worldly buaness, in which he must be dili- 
gent from a regard to the divine precept 
(Rom sii. 11,) and foi- his family's sake. 
Or, should his conscience testify that he 
has time sufficient, another circumstance 
will furnish him with an excuse — the want 
of a convenient place. Oh, let it ever be 
remembered, that the most illustrious ex- 



ample we have of diligence and perseve- 
rance in this sacred duty, namely, Christ 
Jesus, was pressed for time more than any 
mail, tlii'ougli a multiplicity of othei- en- 
gagements ; so mnoh so, that at times 
he " had no leisure so much as to eat." 
{Markvi. 31.) And as to place, "The 
foxes have holes, and the bh-da of the air 
have nests, but the Son of Man (had) not 
where to lay his head," (Matt, viii. 20.) 
Yet, hy rising early, and by late retiring to 
rest, (compoip Sink i 3o with Luke vi. 
12,) he found -.ufficipnt time; and in the 
open air, on a mountain, or m a garden, a 
convenient place for pommg out his soul 
to God. The hypocrite wants a keitrt for 
it, more than he wants sufficient time or a 
convenient ^lace. However regular he 
may be in his attendance on public prayer. 
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he does not love private, aud, therefore, 
does not habituate himself to the practice 
of it. He it is who loves to pray secretly, 
and values such exercises for the effect 
they have on him in humbling the soul, 
mortifying pride, debaang self, weajung the 
heart from the world, imhittering sin, ren- 
dering the mind more spiritual, and exalt- 
ing the Saviour in the affections ; who 
habituates himself to, and perseveres in the 
practice of, secret prayer. And a diligent 
and cousoientioiis continuing in such well- 
doing, most assuredly affords a decisive 
evidence of sincerity. 



T}i£re is no means of grace more enricMnff 
to tlie soul Ihari private 2>''<'y^'' 

I H pp 1 h 1 h til 
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d t til be t p bl t 
But he will be iaquii-ed of by the house of 
Israel, to do for them according to the ex- 
ceeding great and precious promises he 
hath given. (Ezelc. xxxyL 37.) How often 
has the believer found the Lord's pi-omises 
of grace here verified, and been enabled to 
look forwai-d, with jojfid hope, to the ful- 
filment of those which relate to glory here- 
after, while lie has been engaged in his 



private devotions ! Wlien he has entered 
his closet, he has been, perhaps, like the 
mother of Samuel, " of a sorroicful spirit," 
and, like her, has poured out his "soul be- 
fore the Lord," with an " ahundance of 
complaint and ffi-ief ;" hnt the God of Isi-ael 
has granted Ms petition, and he hath gone 
on his way with a " countenance no longer 
sad." (1 Sam. i. 15, 18.) How often in 
these private exe cises ptrticularly when 
the believer has felt himself m heaviness 
through manifold temptatioiK (1 Pet. i. 
6,) " encompassed w th jn0rm ties," (Heb. 
v. 2,) and has " gio-med 1 e n^ burdened," 
(2 Cor, V. 4,) not knowing " what he 
should pray for as he ought," {Eom. viii. 
26,) hath the Holy Spirit helped his iii- 
fiimitiesl — -"making him to know Im 
transgression and his sin," (Job. siu, 'iH,) 



and causing libn to " ablior himself and 
repent as in dust and ashes." (Jub xliii. 
(5.) llieii, in the language of the Psalm- 
ist, he hath prayed : — " The troubles of 
my heart arc enlai-ged; Oh, bring thou 
me out of mj disti'essea! (Ps. xxv. 17.) 
" I will bless the Lord, who hath given me 
counsel ; my reins also chasten me," (Ps. 
xvi. 7.) "Make me to hear joy and glad- 
aess, that tlie bones which thou hast broken 
may rejoice. Hide thy face from my sins, 
and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in 
me a clean heart, God, and renew a 
right spirit within me. Cast me not away 
from thy presence, and take not thy Holy 
Spirit from me. Restore unto me the 
joy of tliy salvation : and uphold me i\-ith 
thy free Spiiit." {Ps. 11. 8, 12.) God hiitli 
heard this prsiver, and fulfilled his own 



iai>st gracious word :— " Before fliey call I 
will answer, ajid while thej' are yet speak- 
ing, I will h.eai:" (Isa. Ixv. 2-i.) Tlic Sa- 
Tiour's promise aha hath boon verified ; — 
" He tliiit hath mj commimdments, and 
keepeth them, he it is that lovetli me: and 
he that loveth me shall be loved of my 
Father, and I will love him, and will ma- 
nifest myself to him." (John xiv. 31,) The 
Holy Spirit hath talien of the tbicgs of 
Jesus, and hath shoivn them unto his ser- 
vant, (John xvi. 14,) and the believer hath 
been enabled with lively gratitude and joy, 
to adopt the language of the prophet. 
" Lord, I will praise thee : tJiotigH thou 
wast angry with me, thine anger is turned 
away, and thou comfoitest me. Behold, 
God is my salvation ; I will ti-ust, and not 
be afi'rtid: for tiie Lord Johovaii is my 



strength and my song ; he is dso becoaie 
my siilvation. Therefore with joy shall (I) 
draw water out of the wells of sahTition." 
(Isa. sii. 1-8.) Thus tKe Christian, wltli- 
drawn for a season from the world, and 
tealiising the immediate presence of God, 
the awfulness of eteniity, and the vast im- 
portance of heavenly things, prays to his 
Father, wliiclt seeth in secret ; gets more 
humbling views of himself, and makes 
fresh discoveries ef the exceeding sinf^J- 
nesa of sin, and of the superaboundings of 
Divine grace, of the long-suffering patience 
of the Loi-d, of the gi'ace lie has bestowed 
on him, the deliverances he has ivi'ought 
for him, and the abimdant mercy which is 
treasured np in Christ Jesus foi' all ti'ue 
helievei-s. Thus he, who began his secret 
pi-ayei's "with groaniiigs tlial cannot be 



uttered," (Eom. viii. 26,) finds spiritual en- 
largement; is " strengthened with might in 
the inner man," (Eph. iii. 16 ;) is enriched 
with the light of God's reconciled coimte- 
nance ; and comes forth from his closet in 
a more tumble, more watchful, more spi- 
ritual, more lioly, more heaTenly frame ; 
and, consequently, is more fit for the public 
duties of religion, or the particular duties 
of his calUng — the Lord having put into 
his heart more gladness than an increase 
of corn and wine could give, (Ps. iv. 7,) 
and caused liis holy comforts to delight his 
soul, (Psalm xciv. 19.) 



How lamentable is it that a duty so ob- 
tIotis, a privilege so great, a means of grace 
so eniiching to tlie soul, ever should be 
neglected! What are tlie aiuaes to be 
assigned for it ? 

If the neglect he inial a,nd permanent, im- 
penitency of heart may be suspected ns 
tfw came. 

To perceive no necessity for secret pray- 
er—to have no mind, no will, no heart to 
such a duty— to TOalto no effort to dis- 



cliai-ge it, and to feel no lemoi-se of con- 
science for neglecting it, ai'C fearfnl signs 
of an iinliuraljlsd, unrenewed, impenitent 
heart. Wliilst tlie cause remains, the 
effect ivill continue ; therefore, let such 
" beseech God to gi-ant them true repeni- 
aiice and his Holy Spirit," tliat their in- 
disposition to CEill upon him in private may 
be removed, that their secret prayers may 
he accepted, and openly rewarded, by him, 
" and that the rest of their life may le pure 
arid holy, so that at the. last iksy may cm 
io Ms eternal joy, through Jesus Christ o- 



// Iht -iieyUtl he ternpojaiy and lohii lari/, 
some svn m saws committed against hght 
anJ knowledge niay he the cuusfi 

^tLH SI IS Iiid the Lonscipncp with ^lult, 
wpiken the spmtiial stieiii>th ot the Chiis 
tian, becloud his ende)ii,es of gi-are, make 
him a terror to himself, and afraid of real- 
iang the Divine Presence. Then he is shy 
of drawing near to God in secret ; and as 
our first parents, from conscious guilt, 
would have " hid themselves from the 
presence of the Lord God, amongst the 
trees of the garden ;" so he, by neglecting 
the positive and known duty of secret 
prayer, iJies, as it were, from the Lord's 
presence, to forget his transgression and 
acquire his former confidence, hy occupy- 



ing his time and thonghta with tJie affairs 
of this world. But this is folly. To add 
sin to sin— the sin of omission to the aa of 
commission — gives the enemy of souls a 
powerful advantage over him. It iavaria- 
bly increases his guilt, henumbs his con- 
science, sti'engthens his inbred comiptions, 
and renders his return to spiritual duties 
increasingly difB,c\ilt. However painful it 
may be to draw near to God in secret, 
irith aa awful consciousness of guilt on the 
soul, it should Eot be shunned. It is vtstly 
better, while the conscience is feelingly 
alive to the wound it has received, to has- 
ten to the throne of grace, and ingeniously 
to confess the sin, looking to the cross of 
Christ, and imploring tie pardon of it for 
his sake, and grace to be more watchful in 
future. It must be done, or the conse- 



quenoes ivill be most awful ; and the soon- 
er it is done tlie better, " For with, the 
Lord there is mercy, and with him is plen- 
teous redemption, and he shall redeem 
Israel from al! his iniquities," (Ps. cxxx. 
7,8.) 



If the neglerA he partial, spiritual declension 
is probohly tlx cause. 

While the believer, with deep humilia- 
tion, reviews the evils of his past life — 
reflects upon the awful consequences of 
sin, and contemplates, with adoring grati- 
tude, the astoiusliing love of God his Fa- 
ther, the amazing condescension of God 
the Son, ard tlie stun^ndi-r. t.-'^-I; cf C-A 



my of redemption, and feels "tiie love of 
God slied abi-oad ia tis heart," (Eom. v. 
6,) lie does not neglect the piivate duties 
of tiie closet ; but anticipates with delight 
the retm-n of those seasons of prii'ate pray- 
er in which he has freqnently enjoyed 
sweet oomninnion with the Loi-d, and 
foTind his service perfect frcpdom 

Havmg " e^-taped the pollutions f the 
world," and being watdiful lest h*" be 






i theier 



(2 Pet n 20,) a temptation fiom that 
quarter escites his fllarm, leads him to his 
closet, and makes him more earnest in 
prayer ; thus the pni-poses of the enemy 
in presenting tlie temptation are defeated. 
But lie is liable to an attack in a more vul- 
nerable part. Religion is his delight. An 
evil in a religions garb he does not suspect. 
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primiiJTe, or to increase his measiire of re- 
ligious kaoivledge. This is an important 
crisis — a time of miicli spiiitiial danger ; 
the enemy of souls is ever watchful to 
hinder the Christian in his coiirse ; what- 
)r div erts his nttenti n fi om the n e h t et 
tters of leligion to those iihich are 
comparatn ely tmimportant doLS thi 
Hen e it is that iwh a hie 1 eir 
thought mcie oc(,uppd with the non 
ssei t ilh of lel gi 1 than with tli p er 
of godlme&s in thp soul seldom n ke 
mueli p ogles in humility or 'ea\onIy 
mmdcdness and lie often liment l Ij de 
ficieat m the duties of the d set 

The tempt tioni of the enemy i\lueh 
h \p the stmblincp of icl ^lun a i, 
no^t tfil Wlnt 1 cilled i lely 
control e s — 1 di put ih utthe go 



ment and discipline of Chrisfjan oharches 
— the modes of public worehip and ad- 
ministei'ing the ordinances of baptism 
and the Lord's supper — or on some 
abstruse theological subject, often suc- 
ceeds. Pernlexed with the disoordont 
opinions of the controversionists, the pious 
Christian laudably resolves to examine 
and weigh for himself the arguments ou 
both sides ; on the issue of his inquiry 
much depends. If, happily, he discovera 
that the disputation does not relate to 
matters affecting religion itself, but to 
non-essentiab, concerning which good 
men may decidedly differ, without tlie 
smallest diminution of liberality, or 
Christian forbearance, towards those of 
a contrary opinion ; it is well. His per- 
plexity ceases, and bis heart is enlarged 



in Christian love towards all who love 
the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity ; and 
he finds additional pleasure in his secret 
prayers, when, in giving vent to tlie 
pious feelings of his soul, he copiously 
intercedes for the universal Church of 
Christ. But if, unhappily, he conceives 
the dispuiahle articles to be very im- 
portant, and imbibes a controversial spirit, 
he leceiies ■i wound matenilly affecting, 
his spnitual health — his mental ippetite 
becomes Mtnted — he cannot feed on the 
most important truths unless the mode of 
serving them up precisely fit his humour 
His zeal is soon diveited to a new 
channel and his thoughts are wholly 
occupied with aiguments in suppoit of 
his favorite positioi He hejpu'! t"> feed 
asit-\pri= nte\eiylusls f icli^ jn 
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A vast declension in spiritual things taies 
phce in Inm snd lie perceives it not 
He frpqupnilr neglects piivate praiei 
(noL Miluntiiiily indeed but) ha\inn his 
mmd fully occupied with things th it 
haip the semblante of lehgion \ieforjeta 
to letne Hlien he lecollects him^ell he 
hastens to Ins closet should the woik 
ol hi-, fi\oiite autlioi m the contiovei'-y 
be nail his Bible liP cannot lesint the 
temftation to uad just i fage ot (no 
m that He leids he finds hia time 
almost gone tlie leadmg of the Snip 
tiiies IS po'ftponed to a more conTenient 
oppoitimitj that he miy spend his few 
reriijnmg it omenfs in piayer With his 
lips hi* ^oe'^ ovPi IS it weie, mei,hin 
ir illy, a fpw impoi tint petition*: whilst 
1 mukitil t tlim^lts lie mshin:; nio 



Tl 



] n 1 Tl no obo ate 1 owa 

a ^u as tht ref tes tlie a ^ ment of 
an 0} po cnt He es f om a a ] nees 
w tl a m nd as he o ce e sto ed w th 
ii do 1 e feels bin elf judl fied I id 
be tlie I wer to eo ^^ n ze tl e Clturo! 
to Dt oduce cl a mode f tv 1 p ind 
disc plina anl& t dhetb most 
abst ae po nts of do t ne is o H 
unq esto ally meet tie vens anl 
V sbes of all and efieotu llj p t b s 
opponents to tl bl sb But wbe e s 
tl at b m 1 tj tl t Cl t an lo e tl dt 
hat ed of t n that v t bfulness a^i nst 
pr de self once t and ti n glo wl cl 
the Cl 9t lu o gl t eve to seek d 1 ^e tly 
and eainefitly m p vate p aye } Us 
the cro tb s fdllen f om 1 a beadl 

Non- essentials have no place m lieavea; 



doubtful disputations never enter there ; 
controversial knowledge is no qualifica- 
tion or meetness for the saints in light. 
Happy is he who avoids disputes about 
things indifferent, and learns to admire, 
in the Scriptures, the depths he cannot 
reach, and to adore the mysteries he 
cannot comprehend. 

If the Christian conceive in liis heart 
an escessive desire of some temporal 
good, how lawful soever the possession 
of the thing may be in itself, the effect 
will be veiy similar : spiritual declension 
will succeed, and private prayer will be 
neglected; though less in the form, 
probably, than in the spirit of it. 

An inordinate desire of any thing, not 
inseparihlj connected with religion, en- 
grosses the attention, and pre-occupies 



tJiP tlionghl'! to the e\(i«'iioii oi mtd ta 
tioi the iindmiid oi piuite dp\Dti™ 
ind JiUe thp caies of tins wiild iii 
£;pntnl ind tlip deceilfulneis of nches ' 
m poitii-ulat chores tlie pieoious seed 
and tendei-s it unfruitful With his 
affections thus embair-)ssed the nhriotian 
may letire to his closet but the object 
which he IS puisuins; with impassionate 
ardou! will follow iiim thitl ei He miy 
bend his knees but the aidently de'Jired 
good will piesent itself in its most en 
g^ing forms, to his imagination and 
possess his thoughts Hr miy draw 
iii^h imfo God with his lips hut his 
bent will be fir fiom liim fot 'where 
his tieivuie i-- theie ■nil his heut bo 
also 

Should an apparently favorable oppor- 
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baiter 
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the present fortunate moment, as he 


conceives, eng;er]y seized as most fit for 


proseo 


ting his favorite schemes. But 


no tim 


is found for his secret devotions. 


till tlie accuatomed period again returns. 


Thus i 


11 the form, as well as the spirit 


of it, i 


secret prayer neglected, through 


an inordinate desire of some temporal 


good. 


He who has left his fiTst love 


should 


rememher from whence he hath 


/alien, 


and repent, and do his first works. 


(Rev. i 
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and consequences, to tliat imaginary kind 
over which the pious Christian sometimes 
mourns. Inoapiicitnted for retiring to hia 
closet, hy some bodily disease, which ren- 
ders the constant attendance of another 
person upon hira necessai*y, he is deprived 
of the opportunities of private devotion, 
for which he thirsts, and is frequently in- 
terrupted when mentally calling on his 
God. Being thus prevented from pouiing 
out his heart hefore the Lord, with all 
tjiat copiousness and enlargement he could 
desii'e {though he prays sincerely and 
very earnestly in the way of ejaculntion,) 
he feels a deficiency ; and, without con- 
sidering the circumstances under which 
he is placed, suspects himself of neglect, 
and is much grieved. This is his infir- 
mity ; it is not neglect, though it seems 



to him to ha such. If the cause were 
loved, the effect would imraeiiistBly 
se. He does not voluntarily !ihs(!nt 
himself from his closet; his heart is slill 
there; and thither would he resort, if 
restored to health. In the meantime, the 
secret aspirations of his soul ivlll be 
favorably regarded, and will ultimately 
be openly rewai'ded by hia heavenly 
Father, as prayers offered to him in 

In like manner the Christian may sus- 
pect himself guilty of some neglect of 
secret praj'er, when his mind is affected, 
and his animal spirits are depressed ivith 
some corporal malady which does not 
confine Iiira to his apartments, hut unfits 
bis mind for exertion, and disqualifies him 
for bending his knees in prayer, or pre- 
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„,.„,Go 



and answered ; for his heavenly Fathei', 
who seeth in secret, "seavcheth the 
heart, and kuoviieth what is the mind of 
tlie spirit, " (Rom. viii. 2V ;) and will regis- 
ter the soiTowfiil sighings of his contiite 
ones, to be openly rewarded, in the last 
Great Day. 

It will, doubtless, he evident to those 
who are disposed to practice it — that se- 
cret prayer is the duty of all ; that its 
advantages are many and great ; and that 
the neglect of it is sinful and dangerous. 
For the benefit of such shall be added a 
few directions for a devout discharge of 
so important and necess.ary a duty. 



CHAP. III. 

I FEW DiREOTIOSS rOli A DJIVC 
CHARGE OP THIS IMPOBTANT 1 



Private Prayer, as a means, tends to 
counteract tlie corrupt workings of the 
heart, and to give a proper bias to the 
faculties of Ike soul ; it should therefore 
be performed frei^iently. 

It is far better to pray often, than to 
make long prayers. As in our tailing 
frequently a temperate supply of fresh 
nourishment, tlie Lord providentially 



repairs the continual wastes of ouv bodies, 
and keeps the fluids in a healthy state ; 
so, in our fi-eqwent use of private prayei-, 
hesri'dcioits^y restores the soul (pB. Kxiii. 3,) 
and causes it to prosper and be in health. 
(3 John 2.) The Christian, therefore, 
cannot too fiequeatly coHtemplate and 
desire heavenly treasures. He cannot 
too frequently approach his blessed 
Saviour, and hold communion with his 
God in secret prayer. 



The fittest season should he taken for this 
sacred dulij. 



Some, who are subject to dro 
a. the after part of the day, prsfer tlie 
norning before tlieir minds liavc been 
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TVie Okristian slmuH he eonstant in the 
discharge of his duty. 

It is not very probable that the inoal- 
CTiloble benefits of it should be experi- 
mentally ItnowQ by those who retire to 
thch' closets by fits and starts only. If it 



i necessary for a man to pray in secret 
wlien he is suffering from the upbraidings 
of hia conscience, or smarting under the 
rod of affliction ; it is equally so in tlie 
time of prosperity, when it is probable 
his di".n^-ei' is greater, and fi'esh trials may 
await liim. The Christian should " aray 
without ceasing." Not actually, indeed ; 
for pi'ivate prayer, like every other iind, 
must have its intermissions ; but the heart 
should be in a disposition foi' it, iu all 
times, in all places, and under all cii'cuni- 
stancHS, and in the actual practice of it, 
at fit times, he should persevere. It is 
not he who begins in the spirit and wids 

1 the fli-'sli, hut he that endureth Ui Ihe 

nd, lliat will be saved. 



Iiwpnrtani as secret prater is, and neces- 
sary to his soul's health, it piust not 
he trusted in. 

Christ alone Is tlie found :vliuii of our 
hope. If we are not interested in him, 
we may perish with tlie woj-ds of prayer 
on our lips. (Matt. sxv. H, 12.) It ia 
the Saviour's free grace, ialiniti^ mercy, 
everlasting love — liis full, perfect, and 
sufficient eacrifiue, oblation, and satisfac- 



tion — his 






pure, 8p< 

glorious righteousness, which form the 
proper basis of the Christian's trust and 
confidence. He must not, tlierefore, trust 
in his prayers, but in his Saviour ; and 
doubtless the enemy of his soul will trem- 
ble to see him go, and leave bis closet. 



trusting and glorying alone in Jesus. 
Thrice happy is he, whose secret prayera 

i him, as the stai- led the eastern Magii, 
to the feet of the Saviour ! — and who, like 

m, when there, is disposed willingly to 
offer the cKoJcest and best things he has, 
not indeed "gold and fraukincense and 
myrrh," but himself, his soul and body, 
to be a reasonable, holy, and lively sacri- 
fice iiiito God. 



The Christian, in all his prayers, should 
look well to Ms heart. 

Tub eye of God is then, in an e.special 
majiner, upon it. He does not look at the 
eloquence, tbe length, the number of the 
prayers, but at the sincerity of the heart. 
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TiiKOuGH hira alone we have 


access 


■with boldness to the throne of gi-ac 


e. He 


is our advocate with the Father. 


When 


the believer appears before God in 


secret. 


the Saviour appears also; for iie 


" ever 


livetli to make intercession for us. 


' He 



Iiath not only directed na to call upon liis 
Fatlier as " Our Father," and to ask him 
to supply our daily need, and to forgive 
lis oar trespasses ; but hath graciotisly as- 
sured us that " whatsoever (ire) shall ask 
in his itame, ho will do it, that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son." {John, xiv. 
13.) And saith (14th verse,) "if ye shaU 
ask anything in w,y name, I will do it." 
And again (John xvi. 23, 24.) "Terily, 
verily, I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall 
ask the Father in -nty name he will give it 
you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in 
my name; ask, and ye shall receive, that 
your joy may he full." AH needful hless- 
inga suited to our various dtuations and 
circumstances in this mortal life, — all that 
will he necessary for us m the hour of 
death, and all that can minister to our fell- 



city ill a world of glory, hatli he graciously 
promised, and given us a command to ask 
for, in Ids name. And what is this hut to 
plead, when praying to our heavenly Fa- 
ther, that Jesus hath sent tis ; aad to ask 
and expect the blessings for his saie alone ? 



Jixpect there/ore an answer top-ayer. 

"I WILL make an altar {said the vene- 
rable patiiai'ch Jacob) imto God, who an- 
swercth me in the day of my distress, and 
ivas with me in tlie way which I went." 
(Gfen. sxxv. 3,) He expected the bless- 
ing which he asked of the Lord, and in 
the dispensations of Providence towards 
him he received the answer to bis pi-ayer, 

God is faithful, who liath promised. He 



saith, ooncenimg every one ivbo " liath set 
his love vipoa" him, " He shall call upon 
me and I will answer Mm, 1 ivil! he with 
him in troiible ; I will deliver him and ho- 
nor him." (Ps. jci. U, 15.) His pro- 
mises are evidently designed to direct us 
in oiir supplications, and to excite in lis an 
espeetation of their fulfilment. And what 
is prayer hut the offeiing up of the desires 
of the heart for some good thing, wliicli 
the Lord hath directly or indirectly pro- 
mised in his holy word to bestow"? The 
very act itself implies that a blessing may 
be vouchsafed, in answer to our petitions ; 
and his promises assure us there will; 
though tlie time and manner of couferring 
it are reserved to himself : and he best 
knows what will suit us, and the best pos- 
sible time of bestowing it. Therefore, he 



who obeys the divme precepts heartily, 
pleads the promises in pmyer peraever- 
mgly, waits their fulfilment patiently, auil 
J3 eonten* if God be glorified, though him- 
self be not gratified, may confidently espect 
seasonable and suitable answers to all the 
prayers he offers in sincerity at a throne 
of ffra;e, in Ihe name of Jesus. 




IIog-^c;,GoOQ|c 



"It oimnot be supposed that persons 
who use tte folloiviiio; fornis of prayer 
are rinder the necessity of confining them- 
selves to eveiy expression and sentiment in 
them. Any words or sentences may he 
added, omitted, or chan^d, as they see 
occasion, to suit their present state, tJieir 
own judgment of things, and their circum- 
stances. For it can never he expected that 
the same method or form of piivate prayer 
should suit all persons at all times. It is 
impossible that a seriona Christian can pre- 
sent to God ill seci-et pra.yer all his wants, 
all his sorrows, all his deai-est and most im- 
portant concerns, in a few gen 
pre-composed by another." 



ilEDITATIOS OS PRAYER. 



How good is God ! who will not only 
give us what we pray for, but will reward 
us for going to l:im, and laying our wants 
before him. 

May I always prasent myself before God, 
with a fii-m faith and hope in bis promises 
and mercy;— with great reverence to bis 
infinite majesty ;— with the humility of an 
offender ; — and ivitb a full purpose of keep- 
ing of God's commandments. 

' ~~~"" 105 ~~~ 



May the thoitglits of etei'nity quicken 
my devotions ; — my wants moka me ear- 
nest ; my baclslidings make me persevere ; 
■ — ^and may I never wilfully give way to 
any distracting fliouglits. 

May I wait with patience, and leave it 
to thee, my God and Father, how and V}hm 
to g:-ant my petitions. 

He that has learned to pray as he ought, 
lias got the smvt of a holy life. 

It ib of greater advantage to us than wc 
imagine, that God does not gi'aut our pe- 
titions immi'diately. We leara by iTial, 
that whereiiuto we have already attained, 
it was the gift of God. 

The beat way to prevent wandering in 
prayer is not to let the mind w;mder too 
much at other times ; but to have God 
always in oiir minds in the whole course 



of our lives. The end of prayer is not to 
infoitQ God, but to give a maji a dght of 
liis own jniseiy ; to raise his soul towards 
heaven ; and to put him in mind that there 
is his ii'ather aail his inlieiitimao. 



MORNING PKAYERS. 



SUNDAY. 

LoKi), I desire to h&^a the diiy and 
tbe week with thee. Let a solemn sense 
of thy presence be upon my mind ; and 
while I offer my supphcations, in the name 
of my only Mediator, the Loi-d Jesus 
Christ, comfort my heart by the assurance 
that thou art nigh unto all them that call 
upon thee, even all tmch as call upon thee 
fiwthfully. 

1 aclinowledge befoi-e thee, O Lord, iiow 
unworthj' I am to be numbered with thy 
children, for 1 have sinned against thee, 
and thy wrath might justly have consumed 



]00 



me in a moment, and liave sent me down 
to hell : — -but thoii hast had mercy on me, 
and hast made known imto me by tliy word : 
Low I may be saved. 

I thank thee, Lord, for the opportu- 
nities whicli I am invited to enjoy this day, 
of hearing those blessed triiths, the know- 
ledge of which is essential to the salvation 
of my soul. Oh I give me gi'ace diligently 
to attend to thy word, enable me to under- 
stand it, and make me anxious to improve 
by it ; that the sermons which I hear may 
not rise up against me at the great day. 

Bless, gracious God, the ministers of 
thy Gospel, especially my own, who show 
unto us the way of salvation. Do thou 
teach them, that they may be able to teach 
us. Lord, may thy word this day awa- 
ken my conscience, that I may see more 
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no 



evii in the nature of sic, more danger fi-om 
the guilt of it, and be more earnest to se- 
cure an interest in Clirist, the only Saviour. 

1 beseech, tliee, Loid, to keep me this 
d.iy fi-om all worldly thoiights and words ; 
and may thy Spii'it suggest such things to 
my mind as are suitable to tMs holy part 
of my time. Oh, may I keep thy Sabbath 
in a becoming manner, and love it as the 
best day of the seven., becaiise it is a sea- 
son dedicated to thy sen-ice! Preserve 
mo, whilst in thy house, from a stiipid and 
a, wandeiing fr.ime ; strengthen my me- 
mory to retain what I bear, and maki; this 
day a time of real benefit to my soul, for 
which I may have reason, to bless thee to 
all eternity, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 

Our Father, &a. 



PHIVATE .EVOTZO., Ill 


MONDAY. 


Almighty- and most raerclfiil Father! 


thou art a God that liearest prayer ; and 


I am encouraged to draw nigli uuto tliy 


throne of grace, most humbly beseoching 


thee to look upon me according to thy 


tender me.cy in Jesus Ohi'ist, I confess 


my daily offences against thee, in thought. 


word, and deed. If thou shouldst be ex- 


treme to mark what is done fimws, Lord, 


who might abide iti Deal not with me 


after my sins, neither reward me after my 


iuiquiiies. I bless thee for that all-per- 


vading advocate, Jesus Ohiist, the right- 


eous : by his cross and intercession, good 


Lord, deliver me. 


I am now about to enter upou the 



worl'J'j' employmeiitB of another week : 
strengthen me with thy grace, that th^se 
may not withdraw my heart from tliee, 
nor make me negligent of my soul, and 
my salvation. May tlie iGfliiences of tiie 
S.iouath rest iippn me through the week; 
and may the Bolemii and blessed truths 
whicli I heai-d yeatei'day, in the house of 
prayer, abide in my memory and direct 
my corjduct ! 

With many thnnks for thy mercies du- 
ring the past night, I now cast myself 
upon thy protection, not knowing what 
this day may bring forth ; but trusling in 
that wisdom which cannot err, and in that 
love which cannot fail ; do thou appoint 
my lot as seemeth good to both. Father, 
not my will, but thine be done ! Preserve 
me fi-ora temptation ; preserve me from 



sin ; preserve me fj'om my own evil heart ; 
and if I am permitted to see tlia close of 
tliis day, let me look back upon it, aa one 
in wliich I have wf.lked with God ; through 
Jesus Christ, my Rsdeemei- a,nd Advocate, 

Our Father, &a. 



TUESDA.Y. 

God, who desireth not the death of 
a sinner, look down with mercy on me, 
now daring to call upon thee. Let thy 
Holy Spirit so pm'ify my affectiona and 
exalt my desii'es, that my prayers may 
be acceptable in thy sigiit, through J"eaus 
Christ. 
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IM 



merciful God, fii'l of c ^|■Dp^3sion, 
long suffering, and of g eat [ W vho 
sparest wben we deae ve p m f>hm nt and 
in tby wrath thinkeat upoo n e ) al;e 
me earnestly to repent nd 1 1 ei tily 
sorry for all my misdoings ; make the re- 
membrance of them so barthensome iind 
piiinful, that I may flee unto thee with a 
troubled spirit and a contrite heart; and, 
merciful Lord, visit, comfort, and relieve 
me ; cast me not out of thy presence, and 
take not thy Holy Spirit from me, but ex- 
cite in me true repentance ; give me in this 
world knowledge of thy truth, and confi- 
dence m thy mercy, and in the world to 
come life everlasting. Forgive tjie days 
aud years which I have passed 'm folly, 
idleness, and sin; fill me with SKch sorrow 
for tbo time rain-spe^it, that I may amend 



my life according to thy holy word ; 
strengthen me against sin, and enable me 
so to perform every duty, that whilst I 
li^fe I mny serve thee in that state to which 
thou hast called me, and at last, by a holy 
and happy death, be delivered from the 
struggles and sorrows of this life, and ob- 
tain eternal happiness, by the mevuy and 
for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Our Father, Ac. 



WEDNESDA.Y. 

[Itp. Etoomfield. 

God, thou art my God ; early ivill I 
seek thee. Thou art good, and doest good 
to all ; thy mercy is over all thy works 

Unworthy as I am to offer unto thee 
aiiy sacrifice, thou hast appointed unto mc 
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a great High Priest, ia whose name I come 
boldly to the throne of grace, that I may 
find mercy and grace to help me \a time 
of need. 

Grant tliat the frequency and earnest- 
ness of my prayers may be proportioned 
to the greatness of my wants. Make me 
to rejoice in every opportunity of wor- 
shipping tby divine Majesty, and pre- 
serve me from the sin of drawing near to 
thee with my lips, while my heart is far 
from thee. 

I htimbly thank thee, Lord, tliat ihon 
hast presented me through the niglit past, 
and hast renewed unto me thy goodness 
this morning. . Take me r.gnin into thy 
guidsBoe and protection daring the day; 
and so govern me by thy grace, that I 
may neither think nor speak, nor do any- 
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thing this day which ra<iy displease thee 
or wound my own sowl. Assist ma to be 
sincere and hearty in dedicating myself, my 
soal -mi body, to thy service. Preserve 
me fiora the poiver of evil ; from the sin 
that dolh so easily beset me ; from the 
lusts of the flesh, and the vanities of a 
wiclied world. 

Send thy good spirit to direct and guide 
me in the ways and works of godliness ; 
purify my affections ; enliven roy devo- 
tion ; teach me how to pray, and how to 
hear, and read, and profit by tliy holy 
word. Make me a Christian, not only in 
name, but also in heart and liope. Teach 
me the value of my soul and the salvation 
which has been wrought for it by Christ 
Jesus. May I never he ashamed of con- 
fessing him before men; hut amidst all 



discouragements and difficulties, give me 
boldness to show myself his true disciple. 

Let my conversation be such as beeom- 
eth his Gospel ; and whatsoever I do ia 
word or ia deed, let me do all in his name, 
^ving thanks to God and the Father 
through him. And let the words of my 
mouth, and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in. thy sight, Lord mj 
strength, and my Redeemer. Amen. 

Our Fittier, &e. 



THURSDAY. 

[Hiuiafih More. 

Lono Oud Almighty, I thank thee 
for having preserved me througii the past 
night, and for granting me health and 

strength for my duties on this day, B]eis- 



ed be the Lord for all his mercies ; for 
giving ma food to eat and raiment to put 
on, and for dclivei'iog me fiom many evils 
wliiiili my sins have justly ileserved. 

I ttaiik thee especially, Lord, for the 
gift of Jesus Christ thy Sun. I confess 
before thee my exceeding guilt, and I pray 
thee, for Ghiist's sake, to piirdon my of- 
fences, and to receive my soul when I die 

I beseech thee also, for his sake, to 
grant unto me the help of thy Holy Spirit, 
that I may be enabled to follow my Sa- 
viour's example, and to do ivhatsoever he 
hath coro ma tided. May I be patient, 
liumble, kind, and raerciful ; endeavoring 
id do good unto all men, and forgiving 
those who trespass against me, even as I 
hope to be forgiven. Grant me grace this 
day diligently to perform its duties, and to 



m ,.„„. .„»„ 


lings, doing 


be true andjust in all my dea 


unto others as I would they 


should do 


unto me ; and help me, Lord, to restrain 


my tongue, and to s bdae 


e 1 lem 


pers, sad to live in te npe 


sobe ess 


and chastity. Save me f om 


those s s 


whicii in times past 1 ave mo t 


e ly be et 


me; strengthen me, L d 


tor all ti at 


awaits me ; carry me tl o gl 


all n y d fH 


culties and troubles, and h Ip 


med ly 


day, to grow in grace r ! 


tl e k ow 


ledge of my Lord a 1 S 


T!ee 


prayers I humbly off r up n 


1 e n me of 


Jesus Christ. Amen 




Our Father, &c. 





FraDAY. 

and artoi-alile God, permitted 
by tlij kindness to come again into tlij 
presence, I would begin the day ivitli 
praise to thee who hast given me a night 
ol mercy. Bkss the Lord, my soul; 
and all that is within me, bless Ids holy 

I would sanctify all the employments, 
and all the events of this day, by placing 
myself and them in thy care, humbly and 
earnestly beseeching thee to overrule all 
things concerning me to thy glory, and the 
good of my soul. Unto thee do I lift up 
mine eyes, thou that dwellest in the 
heavens ! take me into thy protection, 
bodily and spiritually. I am ignorant, let 
thy Spirit teach me ; I am guilty, let me 



obiaiii pai'don through the blood of thy 

Son ; J am a wandering aheep, let thy love 

L'ad me to the Saviour's fold ; I am iu dan- 

•,r from enemies who lie in wwt for oiy 

ul ; ivhat then h ray hope ? Truly my 

ppe is even in thee. Hold up my goings 

in thy paths, that my footsteps slip not ; 

keep me as the apple of thine eye ; hide 

me under the shadow of thy wings, 

I am in the midst of an ensnaring 
world ; thou God of all grace, preserve 
me iiora the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life ! Teach 
rae that the world passetli away, and the 
lust thereof; while only they who do thy 
will abide forever. Let me place thee, 
my tinerring director, always before me ; 
be thou at my right hand continually, 
lest I make shipwreck of faith and of a 



good conscience. Leave me not, iietl 
foreake me, God of my salifation ! 
tliy dear Son Jesiis Cluiat's sake. — An 
Our Father, &c. 



SATURDAY. 

[Dp. BloomDdiL 

Almighty and most mevciful Father, 
ivlio, for my many sins committed against 
thee miglitcst most justly have out me off 
in the midst of my days, I humbly thank 
thee, that in the multitude of thy mercies 
iliou hast liitherto spared me. 

Accept, I beseech thee, my unfeigned 
sorrow for my past transgressions ; and 
grant thiit I may never so preKume upon 
thy mercy, as to despise the riches of thy 
goodness; but let a sense of thy forbear- 
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antti and long suffei'ing wodt in me le- 
penLince and amendment of life, to thy 
}ioiior and giory, and to my final acoopt- 
anee in tiio l;ist day, llii'oug-li the meiits of 
lay Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Keep alive in me, Lord, a. tine sphii, 
of devotion ; and preserve me from the 
great sin of prayiag to thee with my lips 
only, and not with my heart and mind. 

Convince me of my entire dependance 
upon thee; quicken me in the pursuit of 
tilings eternal; that I may continually 
press forwai-d to obtain the prize of oui 
high calling in Christ Jesus, 

Dispose me, I beseech thee, rigiitiy to 
discharge the duties of this day, V/'atch 
ovev my path ; compass me about Tvith thy 
favor ; preserve me in my going out and 



coming in ; eihc! direct all my steps in tlie 
way of thy corarQandiaenta. 

Make me tfuly honest and conscientious 
in all my dealings ; diligent in tlie perfor- 
maime of my dui,y ; innocent in my con- 
versation ; meek, charitable, and forgiving 
towards otliere : watchful oyer myself, and 
ever mindful of thy presence. 

Sanctify unto me my crosses and afflic- 
tions, if it be thy good pleasure to afflict 
me ; and give me such a measure of pa- 
tience and godly resolution, that I may be 
T.'illing to take up my cross daily, and tc 
folln^¥" the Lamb, whitherBoever he gotth, 

I.orJ, if I have now asked anything 
amiss, I pray thee pardon my ignorance and 
infirraity ; and whatsoever is good fov n-,e, 
even if I ask it not, he pleased to grant to 
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me, ia the name and for tlie sake of tliy 
dear Son Jesus Clirist, our only Mediator 
and Advocate. Amen. 
Oni- Father, &a. 



EVENING PRAYEIiS. 



SUJTDAY. 

ALjrionTY iind most merciful Fatlier, 
blessed be tliy name, tliat I have again 
heiird the Gospel of tliy grace, and the in- 
Titalions of my Saviour. I adore thee for 
thy word, wliicli is a light unto my feet, 
and a lantern to my paths ; and, above 
all, for my hope of peace with thee through 
the Lamb of God, that taketh away the 
sin of the world. make the duties of 
his Gospel and the calls of his goodniiss 
more dear to my heart, that I may glorify 
him in my body and in my spiiit, whicli 



128 ritlTATE DBVOIIOW, 

I thank thee, gracious God, for that un- 
deserved coinpassion which lias cast my 
lot ill a Chiistian land. make me more 
anxious to show forth tliis gratitude, not 
only with my lips, but in my life, by 
giving up myself to thy service, and by 
walking before tliee in holiness and right- 
eousness all my days. Teach me, by thy 
Holy Spirit, that all ray means of grace 
and all my opportunities of salvation must 
be accounted for in the day of judgment ; 
and that to whom much is given, from 
them will be much required. 

Gr;mt, merciful God, that the S.-ib- 
bath now closing may promote tliy glory, 
and set forward tlie salvation of men, es- 
pecially of those with whom I harj wor- 
shipped ; that sinnere may be converted. 
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and tliat CJirUt may see in tliem of the 
ti'avail of his soul and be satisfied ! 

Have mevcy, God of love, iijjoa my 
reiiitions, and npoii all wlio are near and. 
dear unto me ; and give them, that godli- 
ness ivliiuh is profitahle for all things ; 
which hath the promise of the life that 
novi is, and of that which is to come. 

I commend myself to thy merciful pro- 
tection, this night, Be my defence in the 
hours of sleep and darkness ; and if I am 
permitted to see the light of another day, 
unite and snnctify my affections to love 
thee more and ser\'e thee better, for Jesus 
Chi'ist'e sake. Amen, 

Our Father, &c. 



MOxVDAY. 
God, my Creator, Presen-ev, and Be- 
nefactor ! in tbe ever adorable name of 
the Lord Jesiia I approach thee with the 
sinoevest rcTerenoe and humility, to piiy 
the last ackiioivledgments of this day to 
thee, hefore my eyes are closed with sleep. 
I praise and magnify thy name for all thy 
mei'cies ; particularly at this time, for thy 
preseiTatiou of me through the past day, 
and for that tender care and guidance of 
thy merciful providence, by which I have 
been defended from the gi'eat and innume- 
rable dangei-s of soul mid bod)', ivith wliifih 
this imperfect state so much aboiiiids. 
Whatever of good or happiness I enjoy, 
fi'om thy favor I deiive it, and to thee I 
give the praise. Sly sinful imperfections 



and my failings, my trunsactiona Miid ne^ 
kcta, itt many instances, of thy law anO 
my iluty, I truly lament, and take the 
shame of tiiem to myself, hunibly beseecli- 
iiig tliee to give me tnie repeiit^mce. 
foi'give me, for thy dear Son's sake, vh it- 
soever thou hast seen amiss in any pait ol 
my conduct through the past day, and 
wash away all my sins in that atoning 
blood which was shed for sinners. Lord, 
in mercy lake me, and all with whom I am 
concerned, into thy care and protection 
through this aight, Defend us, if it bs 
thy holy will, from all the designs of evil 
meu, and from every tiling terribleand hurt- 
ful ; and lead ms all in the paths of iioli- 
ness, through thy fatlierly goodness and 
love to mankind, declared by thy Son, Jc- 



■MS Cliiist our Lord, to wliom be glory for 
!ver and ever! Araen. 
Oui- Father, &c. 



TUESDAY. 

[Unnnoli Wore, 

LoKD God Almighty, I bless thee for 
all the mercies of the past day, and I 
pray thee now to take me under thy care, 
and to deliver me from all the pei-ils and 
dangers of this night. Preserve me, 
Lord, both in body and soul, from every 
evil, and keep me from all sinful thoughts 
when I am about to close my eyes in sleep. 

And pardon, I beseecE thee, all my of- 
fences, for the sake of Jesus Christ. I 
confess, Lord, that I have this day left 
undone many things which I ought to 



have done, and done many tilings which I 
ought not to have done. Pardon all my 
pride and vanity, my idleness, and self-in- 
dulgence, my impatience, fretfulness, and 
discontent. Pardon, Lord, all the rash 
and angry words which I have this day 
spoken, and all the sinful thoughts which 
have arisen up in my mind, and which I 
have not been careful to resist. And es- 
pecially, I pray thee, to pardon ray foi- 
getfulness of thei?, my God, and my want 
of gratitude and love to Jesus Christ. For 
these and all my other sins which from time 
to time I have committed, I here implore 
thy pardon and forgiveness, in the name 
of my most merciful Saviour. 

And, since I know that my life is so 
short and uncertain, help me, day by day, 
to think of my latter end. O Lord, grant 
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me grace so to live that I may not be 
affaid to die : and do ttou receive my soul 
at last into thine eteiiial Itingdom. Amen. 
Our Fatlier, &a. 



WEDSESDAY. 

. merciful Lord, I praise 
thee for the mercic-s of tlie pa^t day, and 
I desire to commend myself to diy watch- 
ful providence during the silent hours of 
this night. thou shepherd of Isriipl ! 
who never slumberest nor sleepest, watcli 
over me as one of thy flock ; embrace, 
■with the armsof thy mercy, and bring into 
thy fold all my friends and relations, and 
brethren of mankind, that so, at last, there 
may be one fold under one shepherd, Je- 
sus Christ. 



135 



Lord, pardon my sins of this day, as 
well as tLe sins of my past 5ife, for the 
f^ake of him whom thou ladest witli the 
iniquity of us til], Haylhedaijj leneiied 
ill the spirit of my mind, by the regene 
!-;iti!ig influences of the Holy Ghost %l\y 
1 be enabled to set thee, Loid ilwiis 
before mine eyes ; trusting in t!ij ^ticiona 
pi'omises, and living in humble dependmoe 
upon thee. Ma,y I receive the blessings 
of the Father's love, through faith in the 
fiiiislied salvation of the Son. 

Hear me, Lord, for thy mercy is 
great ; and may the words of my mouth, 
pjoceeding from the meditatioa of my 
heart, he always acceptable in thy siglit, 
througli Jesus Chiist, ray strength, and 
my Redeemer. Amen, 

Our Father, &c. 



TIICKSDAY. 

[Bp.Bioamfeid. 
ALMiouir LoiO, pardon, I beseecli 

thee, the sins of which I have this diiy 
been guilty ; consider the wealincBa of 
my nature ; and, for thy dear Son's sake, 
be not extreme to mark what is done 
amiss. I magnify thy goodness, which 
has so long spared me, and has granted 
me so much time for repentance ; give me 
gi-ace that I may henceforth turn it to 
better account. 

Enable me, tliis night, to sliake off all 
worldly cares and desires, and to meditate 
upon thee ; let thy Holy Spirit be present 
with me in my devotions, to purify my 
heart, and to bring before me the things 
which concern my peace, and to inspire 
mo witli godly resolutions. 



Abo\e all tilings, make me rightly to 
undeijtanj thine infinite mercj" in the re- 
demption of mantivid by Jesus Christ, and 
diligently to avail mysftlf of all my privi- 
leges, as iis disoipic, and tijy cliild by 
adoption aaid grace. 

heavenly Father, I commit myself to 
thy holy keeping this night, and desire to 
rest securely under the shadow of thy pro- 
tection. Defend me from all peiils and 
dangers, and especially from tiiose which 
may assault and hurt the soul. Prepare 
me, by comfortable repose, for the duties 
of to-morrow ; and g;i-ant that I miiy rise 
disposed and strengtlieaed for thy service 
ad a faithful and diligent disciple of thy 
blessed Son; in w'lose words I fui-ther 
pray : 

Our Fatlier, &c. 



FKIDAY. 
In an humble acknowledgment of my 
njawiftild siiis and iniquities, whicli I, from 
time to time, aad moi'e especially this day, 
Ijave committed against Tliee, both in 
thought, word, and deed, I now prostrate 
myself bofoie thee, O Lord of heaven and 
earth, beseeching tliee for the sake of Je- 
sus ChrUt, my only Lord and Sciviour, to 
be merciful unto me. Forgive me, 
Lord, that I Lave not rendered unto thee 
according to thy mercy and loving-kind- 
ness ; that I have been forgetful and diso- 
bedient, and have sinned against heaveu 
and in lliy sight. Let thy holy spirit 
sanctify me througliout, aad give me more 
and more grace and sti-engtb, whereby I 
miiy hs oniibled to subdue all my sinful 
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SATURDAY. 

Om¥ God, another week has just passed 
away, and I am still in tlie land of tho 
living, while so Taany of my fellow-crea- 
tures have passed from time into eternity. 
Blessed be God for the oontinuance of life 
and health, and for prolonged opportuui- 
tids of preparing for death and judgment. 

gracious God, let not this continu- 
ance' of morcy increase my condemnation, 
by encouraging me to commit sin, because 
hitherto thine anger has been withheld 
from falling upon me. Let me not ti'ea- 
sure lip wrath unto myself against the day 
of wiT.th ; h\jt teacli me to munher my 
days, that I r.iay apply my heart unto 



141 



Prepare me, most blessed God, by sleep 
aad rest, to take my part in the duties of 
tlie S;ibbatli to-morrow. Give me that 
seuse of aiii wliicli leads to ii full confes- 
sion of its guilt, and to faith m the atone- 
ment of CI ist fo ts pardon C e a e 
that adoi dc g oA tude f all tl y me e 
more eape llj fo the g t n y ot 
Saviour, wh cl »■ J m line me t p e 
thee with joyful 1 ps Q e me tl at ense 
of the value ol my soul and of the g eat 
ness of tl J ! t on h el n bj lead me 
to seelt life and me cy w th all my hea t 
let not tl e con ng S >bdth be defec 
tively usea 1 Ue tl 11 e j; eJ 

but let it be o p o 1 b j bl e d 
private mea ot ^r e b to ad say 

meetness t tl b e f that ete n 1 
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Sabbatli that remaineth for the people of 
God ; ttrough the merit and mediation of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
0«r Father, &so. 



SilORT FORMS 



Morning, (1.) 

Merciful and over -looking God, I bless 
thee for thy care over me the past niglit. 
Grant me thy protection through the en- 
suing day ; keep me from all evil ; and 
whatever thou ordainest for me, in small 
or great events, may I remember that it 
is thy will, and that I must cheerfully take 
up my cross to follow the Lord Jesua, my 
Saviour and Redeemer. Amen, 

Our Father, &c. 



Monihig. (2.) 

Heav]!klt Fathei-, Lord God Almiglity, 
I come to thee to implore thine £tid and 
protection through the ensuing day, find 
to offer thee thanks and praise for all thy 
mercies, and that of the past night's quiet 
rest. Make me to walk in thy ways, and 
so I shall be blessed. Give me the strength 
to do th^t which is righteous in thy sight, 
aiid mij no allurements of gentleness or 
pleisuie iiile away mj heart from thee. 

Mike me diligent to do the day's work 
which IS set before rae. And in all the 
trials of hourly existence, the infirmities 
of my temper and that of others, the 
crosses and dkapp ointments of worldly 
hopes and cares, may I, God, lift up 
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my heart unto thee, tlirough Jesus Chiist 
mr Lord. Amen, 
Our Father, &c. 



Evening, {].) 

Meroifitl Lord, take me this night un- 
der thy kind protection. Watcli over me 
while I sleep. If I wake in the night sea- 
son, may my meditation of thee be sweet, 
and my soul be glad in the Lord. If I 
am spared to see the light of the return- 
ing day, may I rise from my bed to give 
all diligence to walk before thee to all 
well -pleasing. And whether I wake or 
sleep, live or die, may I be the Lord's, for 
Jesus Chi-ist's sake. Amen. 

Our Father, kc. 
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Mvening. (2.) 

I TiiAKK thee, Lord, for the blessings 
wliich I have this day enjoyed. Grant 
me this night such refreshing rest, that I 
may be better able to discbarge the duties, 
and bear the burdens of another day, if 
thou shalt be plewed to add another day 
to my life. If my eyes should be kept 
waking, may my meditations on thee be 
useful 10 me. Pity my weakness, mer- 
ciful God, and liear my imperfect petitions, 
for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ, wbo 
is touched with our infirmities, to whom, 
as to our merciful High Priest, be gloiy, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 



PKAYERS 

FOE VARIOUS OCCASIONS. 

PRA.yEK, I. 
New- Tear's Day. 
be God, who has brought me 
safe to the beginning of aaother j-ear ! 

Mj God, loabe me truly sensible of this 
mercy, and give me grace to consider oft- 
en how short and how uncertain my lime 
is ; that there is one year more of a short 
life passed over my head ; and that I am 
so much nearer eternity : — that I may in 
good earnest think of another life, and be 
so prepared for it, as that death may not 
overtake me unawares. 

Lord, pardon all my misspent time, and 
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Eiake me more diligent and careful to re- 
deem, it for the time to come, that when I 
ocme to tiie end of my life, I may loot back 
with comfort on the days that are past. 

Grant that I may begin this new year 
with new resolutions of serving thee more 
faithfully ; — and if, through infidelity or 
negligence, I forget these good purposes, 
the good Lord awaken in me a sense of 
ray danger. 

My heart is in thy hands, God, as 
well as my time ; make me wiae unto 
salvation ; that I may consider in this my 
day the things that belong unto ray peace ; 
and that I may pass this, and all the years 
I have yet to live, in the comfortable hope 
of a blessed eternity, for the Lord Jesus' 
sake. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 



PRAYER II. 

Birth.- Day. 

i;np.Wii5Jr. 

Blkssbi) be Ood for my creation aad 
birth ; for giving me a being from honest 
paientfi fearing God, and in a Chrislian 
and Protestant country; — for the means 
of grace, the assistance of the Ho!y Spirit, 
aad for tbe hopes of glory ; — for all the 
known or unobserved favoi-s, providences, 
and deliverances, by which my life has 
hitherto been preserved ; — most liumhly 
beseeching thee, my God and Father, to 
pardon my neglect or abuse of any of tliy 
favors, and that I have so very mucli for- 
gotten thee, in whom I live, and move, 
and have my being. 

Good Lord, forgive me tlie great waste 



of my precious time, — the many days and 
years of liealtL, and the many opportuni- 
ties of doing good, which J have loiit ; and 
give me grace, that for the time to come I 
may be tntly wise, that I may consider 
my latter end, and work out my salvation, 
with feai' and trembling, ever remeoiber- 
ing ike niglitcomethioJiennomancanwork; 
and that the day of my death may be bet- 
ter to me thiin the day of ray birth. 

gidciju= Gild, giant that before thou 
takestfiom me that bieatli whicli thou 
gavest me, 1 may truly repent of the er- 
rors of ray past life , that my sins may be 
forgiven, and my pardon sealed in heaven; 
when the good Lord shall vouolisaf'e me a 
better and an everlasting life through 
Christ. Amen. 



PRAYER HI. 
Before receiving the Sacromeni. (1.) 

[Bp. DloomOeld. 

Almighty God, wliose blessed Son Jesus 
Christ, for the forgiveness of our sios, did 
suffer death upon the erosa : prepare me, 
I beseech thee, by thy grace, for the 
worthy celebi-ation of that lioly ordinance, 
which he has pleased to appoiut for a 
continual remembrance of his death, for 
a pledge of his love, aad for a sign and 
means of grace, to my great and endless 
comfort. Make me to discern the Lord's 
body : to remember and adoie the ex- 
ceeding love of Christ my Saviour, in 
thus dj-ing for me. Give me repc^ntance 
unto life, not to be repented of. Endue 
me with a hvely faitli, a perfect love, and 



a iiniveraal charity. Enable me spirit- 
ually to receive the body and blood of 
Chiist my Saviour; that so all carnal af- 
fections may die in me, and that all things 
belonging to the Spirit may live and grow 
in me : and that, being continually re- 
freshed and strengthened by thy grace, I 
may persevere in all godliness unto ray 
Kfe's end, and finally receive an eveilast- 
ing recompense, througli the merits of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Our Father, &a. 



PRAYER IV. 

Sefare receiving the Sacrament, (2.) 

[Mra. CorawaUls. 

ALMiGriTt God, merciful Father, by 
whose protection I have been preserved, 



and by whoso clemenoj I have been spared, 
grant tlmt tlie life thou hast prolonged 
may never be wasted in idleness, nor cor- 
rupted by wickedness : let my future pur- 
poses, b i^D d ind let not mv g t 1 pur 
poseh be 1 in Tike not fi m me th) 
Holy Spi It but cniblu mo &) to l mnie 
morate the Jeith ot th\ dpii bon thit I 
may be made p lit ik 1 1 hi niPi ts aad 
tnilly foi hii adke attain e\eilasting liap 
praeaa Grant that this awful remem- 
biam,e mty strengthen my faith; enliven 
my hope ; increase my chanty ; that I 
may tiust in thei. with my whole heart ; 
that I may do thy will with diligence, and 
suftei 111 with humble patience ; so that, 
when thou shalt call me to judgment, I 
may obtain forgiveness and acceptance, 
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PRIVAXK BEVOT 


ow. 


for tlie 


sake of Jesus Christ, 


our Saviour. 


Amen 






Our 


Father, &a. 

PRAYEE V. 
Omfesm^ of Sin 


s. 


I ACKNOWLBTJGE, dear God, that I have 


deserved the greatest of thine indignation ; 


that, if thou hadst dealt with 


me according 


to my 


deserts, T should now 


be bewailing 



El sad eternity ; but thy 
mercy and thy justice triumphing over my 
sins, thou hast still continued to me time 
for repentance. Thou hast opened to me 
the gates of mercy and grace that I might 
gloi'ify thee. God, grant that I may at 
length enter into these gates, and w.ilk 
hereafter in puiity and holiness, by the 



aiii of thy Holy Spirit, tliroHgh 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 



PRAYER VI. 
Fw Repmtance. 

[lliukeralelli. 

Thou, who by the right hand of the 
Father, art called to he a Piiiiue and a 
Saviour to give repentance and forgiveness 
of sins, now, in this accepted time, I come 
to thee, for these great blessings. My 
heart is hard and impenitent, and little af- 
fected by ray many sina a,nd thy great 
goodness ; I beseech thee take away the 
stony heart, and ^ve me a heart of flesh. 
Vouchsafe unto me that broken and con- 
trite spirit which the High and Holy God 



will not despise. May thy si 
cions Redeemer, iouah and melt my soul. 
Let the goodness of God lead me to re- 
liance. Never leave me to myself, and 
own parvei'se, wayward, and wander- 
heart. now bring me back, by thy 
Holy Spirit, to my heavenly Father ; and 
returning to him, may I obtain his mercy, 
and find that he does abundantly pardon, 
for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 
Dur Father, &c. 



PRAYER VII. 
For tJce Pardon of Sin. 

[Bp. Taylor. 

O Lord, pardon all my sins, my light 
and rash words, the vanity and impiety of 
my thoughts, my unjust and tincharitable 
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actions, and whatsoever I liave transgressed 
against thee. Behold, God, roy soul is 
troubled in the remembiance of my shis, 
in the frailty and sinfulness of my flesli, 
exposed to every temptation, and of itself 
not able to resist any. Lord God of mer- 
cy, I earnestly beg of thee to give a great 
po t of tl > g a e s cl a mi; be s f 
fie ent a d effectail fo the mort heat o 
of 11 m} an t es and d o der 

th 1 I ha e fo me Iv e ed mj 1 t 
a d rnvo tl j de ea now I nay g e 

mj s It ] vholly t tl y se e a d tl e 
St d of a 1 ol 1 f tl gh J s Ch ?t 
L 1 \n 



PEAYER VIII. 
For Faith, (l.) 

I,ind;ersMjlli. 

Almighty God, Father of m.-reifs, from 
whom Cometh every good and pscfe^'t gift, 
give unto me, I beseech thee, grar.e to be- 
lieve on the name of Christ. I believe ; 
Lord, help thou my unbelief! let, me be 
strong in faith, ^ving glory to thee, and 
having a full persuasion that tho\» wilt per- 
form all that thou hast promised. help 
me to count all things but loss !"'>r tlie ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my Lord. Enable me so to hfiiiei'e, that 
Christ may dwell in my heart ; au'l T may 
supremely love thee, my God, f.nd un- 
feignedly love all my fellow- Oieatures. 
Hear me, for Christ's sake. Amen, 

Our Father, &c. 



PRAYER IX. 
Fm- Faith. (2.) 

[Mis. Cornwall U. 
O Eternal God, fountain of truth, in 
wliom to believe is life everlasting, let tliy 
grace dt^icend with a miglity powe'" npon 
my soul. Inspire me with wisdom, tiiow- 
ledge, and humility ; and so sanctify my 
belief ift thy revelations, that my heart 
may be filled with hope and confidence in 
thy gracious promises. Restrain, Loid, 
every vain imagination, and bi'ing eveiy 
proud thought into subjection to thy will, 
that no prejudice, no motive of self-inter- 
est, may interfere with my full belief in 
the pure and holy doctrines of Chiistiuni- 
ty. Hear me, God, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Our Father, ifec. 



PRAYEE X 
J/'or Strength to resist Temptations. 

[Mis. CorPK^Uis. 

Almighty God, tlie Fattier of mer- 
cies, source of holiness, the fountain of 
strength, grant me power to resist and 
overcome all temptations, and to gunid 
against all dangei-s ; that I may not be the 
slave of accident or violence, of interest 
or passion, of fear or desire. I am en- 
compassed by infinnities, surrounded by 
many dangerous allurements ; my heart is 
deceitful, my passions awake, my duties 
are many and difiicuH, and my resolutions 
weak. be thou unto me wisdom, right- 
eousness, sanctification and redemption. 
Thou hast promised thj' Spirit to those 
who seek it. Grant thatit may dwell with 



me ; instruct, support, and enoouj'sige me 
in lioliness, resignation, and every Chns- 
tian vivtiie; that I, being ready prepiired 
for every good work, may grow to the 
full mes;s.\ire of the stature and fulness 
of thee, my Saviour. Grant that my in- 
firmities may be fewer, and my graces 
stronger ; so tliat I may walk on Eted- 
fastly in the ways of thy laws, and 
the works of thy commandments ; and 
finally, through the merits and mpdiuun 
of Jesus Cluist, attain to that heaitnly 
kingdom where is fulness of joy and pled 
sure for evermore. Amen. 
Our Father, &o. 



PUAYEK XI. 
For Watchfulness against Sin. (1.) 

[Bp. Taylor. 

Teach me to watch over all my ways, 
tlmt I may never be aurprised by sudden 
temptations or a careless spirit, nor return 
to folly or vanity. Set a watch, Lord, 
before my moutb, and keep the door of 
my lips, that I offend not with my tongue, 
either against piety or charity. Tencli me 
to think of nothing but thco, stnd what 
will promote tliy service and glory ; to 
speak of nothing but thee, and thy glo- 
ries ; and to do nothing but what be- 
comes thy servant, whom tliine infinite 
mercy, by the graces of thy Holy Spirit, 
hath sealed up to the day of redemption. 

Let all my passions and affections be so 



mortified and brought under the dominion 
of grace, that I may never, by delibera- 
tion and purpose ; nor yet by levity, rash- 
ness, or inconside ration, offend thy Divine 
Majesty. Malte me sucli as thou wouldst 
have me to he ; streiigtJien ray faith, con- 
firm my hope, and give me a daily in- 
crease of charity, that, this day and ever, 
I may serve thee according to all my op- 
portunities and capacities, growing from 
grace to grace ; till at last by thy mercies, 
I shall receive the conswramation and per- 
fection of grace in thy kingdom above, 
throiigh Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 



PRAYER XII. 
For Watchfulness. (2.) 

[Dr. Ramliauh. 

Faithful Saviour ! who, like a watch- 
ful sheperd, visits tliy careful slieep, and 
warnest them of approaching danger ; may 
I, vrlien incliaed to sloth, hear thy pastoral 
voice sounding in my ears, " Watch and 
pray." Grant to me a just sense of my 
inability and weakness, that I may not rely 
on my own strength or good intentions, but 
be diligent in prayer for obtaining the suc- 
cour, and by thy strength may be a con- 
queror in all things. Amen. 

Our Fatlier, &;g. 
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me abhor sin, and lead me to a speedy 
repentunce. 

Cause me, God, to believe thy word, 
to obey tby commands, to fear thy judg- 
ments, and to hope in, and depend upon, 
thy gracious promises, contained in thy 
Holy Word, for Jesus Christ's sake. — 

Our Fatber, &a. 



PUAYER XIV. 
For Meekness. 

[Bp. Wlisoii. 

O LoHD, who art a God ready to par- 
don, slow to anger, and of great kindness, 
remove far from me all occasions and 
effects of causeless and immoderate an- 
ger ; all pride and prejudice, a.nd too 
much concern for tlie things of this world ; 



all inturaperate speeulies and indecent-igiis- 



Give me, God, a mild, a peaueable, 
a meek, jind a hurable spirit, that vemem- 
beiin^ my own infirmities, I may bear 
witli tiiose of otliers : — that I may think 
lowly of myself, and not be angry when 
others also think lowly of me ; tliat I may 
be pfitleat towards all men ; gentle and 
easy to be entt'eated, that God, for Christ's 
sake, may be so towards me. Amen, 

Our Ij'iitber, &e. 



PRA"5!ER XV. 
.For Bpirllualieed Affections. 

[Bp. Ken, 

LoiiD, enlighten my understanding, 
that I may know Thee ; sanctify my af- 
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fectipns, thfd I may love Tb.ee ; and put 
thy fear into my heart, iliat I may dresd 
to offend Tliae. 

Weaa my affeolions, Lord, from Liie 
things of tViis world, and whatever my 
state and condition may be here, give me 
grace therewith to be content. 

mr Grid ' let the co iside ition of Iho 
enptmesa f pleisme the troubles ind 
miseiieiot i ohe-, ind the shoitneas ind 
lamtj of all thin^jS m the woild m piie 
me with di. e contempt of all eii|0> mt,nt 
] ei helow and mal e me e\ ei shun thi,aB 
hindnncea tj a life of holmess ind \utue 
that 1 mij with tJie greatei f eedom en 
joy thee ray God I m meditating on thy 
perfections and thy glories. Let me, dear- 
est Jesus, have those influences of tliy 
blessed Spiiit in my I'etirements, that i 



PUIVATE PEVOTIOH. 169 

may at last grow wholly weary of the 
world, and then fis mj thoughts upon that 
heavenly kingdom, where true pleasures, 
fulness of riches, and lasting honors, are 
only to be met witha! ; whither let thy 
mercy speedily bring me, that I may be 
satisfied with the fulness of thy presence, 
and meditate for ever on thy great perfec- 
tions, joining with all the glorious attend- 
ants on thy throne in endless songs of thy 
eternal praises. Amen. 
Our Father, &a. 



PRAYER XVI. 

For Holiness. (1.) 

Jir God, thou art of purer eyes than 

to behold iniquity, neither shall sinnere 

dwell in thy sight. Only the pure in 



heart are blessed ; for only they sliiill see 
God. 

Mortify the love, and overcome the 
power, of i[iiqiiily within me. Make my 
body the temple of the Holy Ghost, a hab- 
itation of &od through the Spirit. let 
me corae out from the ways and practice 
of sin ; let me not touch the unclean thing, 
that thou mayest be a Kather unto me, 
and that I may be the child of thy love, 
and the heir of thy bliss, through Jesus 
Chnst. Amen. 

Our Father, .Sre. 



PRAYER XVII. 

For Holiness. (3.) 

Heavenly Father, help me to cast 

)fF the works of darkness, and put on the 



armour of light. I would walk in the 
light, as thou art in the light : but my de- 
sires are faint, my wishes feeble, my reso- 
lutions transient as the morning cloud, 
or as the early dew ; temptation overtakes 
me, and sin subdues me, Hav5 compas- 
sion upon thy servant, O Lord, 'and deal 
with me accoi;dinjr to the greatness of thy 
mercy. 

Withdraw not thy Holy Spirit from me, 
although 1 have so little improved its bless- 
ed influences, or followed its heavenly gui- 
dance, ill time past. Thou alone canst 
restore my soul. Into thy hands 1 com- 
mit it. Wast it from all guilt, in the 
fountain open for sin and for uncleanness ; 
sanctify it wholly to thyself ; let not sin have 
dominion over me ; heat down Satan under 
my feet; strengthen me to run the way of 



tliy command raenta, and so shall I i-ejoice 
itt thy great salvation, thvough Jesus 
Cliiist. Amen. 
Our Fathei', &c. 

PRAYER XVIII. 
Against Wandering Thoughts in Prayer. 

[Ep. WUson. 

HoLV Spirit of grace, help my infir- 
mities, that t msy fix my thoughts upon 
ray duty ; and that I may serve Thee with 
all my heart and mind : — that I may never 
give way to wandering thoughts, but 
watch against them continually, 

Look upon me, O Loi-d, and pity me ; 
make me and let me be thine, by the 
choice of my will ; make me serious and 
thoughtful at all times, that I may not fail 
being so when I attend upon God. 



Let not my heart, God, be inclined to 
any Gvil thing. Keep me, God, fiom 
every thing that may displease Thee ; and 
make me wise unto salvaUon, for Jeaus 
Chi'ist's sake. Amen. 

Our Father, Ac. 



PRAYER XIX. 
For a Right Use of Time. 
ALMrGHTF God, I adore thy infinite pa- 
tience, which hath not cut me off in the 
midst of my follies ; I magnify thy wonder- 
ful goodaess, which hath spared me thus 
long, and indulged me with a larger time 
of repentance. Let me no longer abuse 
that precious treasure, which thou hast 
allotted me as a proper season to work out 
my own salvation, and secure that liappi- 



ness which is great in itself, and icifinite m 
its duration. 

Let me hid adieu to all those vain 
amusements, those trifling entertainments 
<tnd sinfal diversions, which have robbed 
me of many valuahle haul's, and endan- 
gered the loss of my immortal soul. Let 
me no lo ^ vaste raj t me a e so Pnd 
jjle u e n imp ofitahle st d es .ind mo e 
unp olitt ble CO e at 1 uL j, <i t t t 
bj d 1 ^en e nd h tj n y 11 g 
bj coustan j lad fur o my d ot o s 
by mode at on and temperance a uy en 
jojmenls bj j st c d chai ty n all y 
odtl t dbykep^a cou 

&c en e vo d f ofe e to God nd m j I 
may be able to g ve a good acco nt t 
n the d y of ju i^^m nt and be ice j ed 
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in and tliiougli tlie merits of Jesus Christ, 
my only mediator and advocate. Amen, 
Our li'atlicr, Ac. 



PRAiTER XX. 
For God's Direction. 
God, who seest I liiive no power of 
myself, that I am not wise enough for my 
own direction, nor strong enough for my 
own defence ; let me acknowledge thee in 
all my ways, and not lean to my own un- 
derstanding. Let thy light guide me, thy 
providence protect me, thy grace enable 
me that I may faithfully discharge all the 
public and prlvHto duties thou shalt think 
fit to call lae to ; that, being thns armed 
with thy defence. I may he preserved from 



all dangers, tlirough Jesus Christ > 
Lord. Amen, 
3ur Fatlier, &o. 



PRAYER XXI. 

For Humility. 

[Bp, Taylor, 

Lord God, who resists the proud, 

1 givest grace to the humble; endue 
me with suoh humility of soul, and mo- 
desty of beha«or, that my looks maj- not 
be proud, my thoughts arrogant, nor my 
designs ambitious ; but that being restrain- 
ed of all vaaity and pride, and my affec- 
tions weaned from a great opinion and 
love of myself, I may trust va thee, follow 
the example of my blessed Master, and 
receive those promises thou hast made in 



our Lord and Savio 
OiirFuthci-. &e. 



PRA.YEB, XXII. 
For the Zove of God. 
. Thou infinite goodness and love. 



be 



thou pleased to pardon all the defects of 
my love to thee, and all the exoesues of 
my love to earthly things ; and turn my 
inclinations and affections from, all vain 
objects to thy blessed self, who art the 
worthiest of all love ; and to conquer all 
my prejudice, and forever win my heart. 
O show thyself to me as a pardoning 
God ; full of compasion, ready to forgive, 
and willing to save me. Yea, mate me to 
know so much of the love wherewith thou 



hast loved me, that I may mate better re- 
turns of lovo to the gracious giver of all 
my good. Touch my heart with such a 
powerful sense of thy loveliness and lov- 
ing-kindness, that I may experience stron- 
ger desires and inclinations after thee, and 
greater complacence and delight in thee ; 
and may I love all other things, in com- 
parison of my best and dearest Lord, as if 
I loved them not. — Enable me, by thy 
good help and grace, to keep myself in 
the love of God, looking for the mercj' of 
our Lord Jesus Chiist to eternal life. 

Our Father, &,c. 



PRAYER XXIIL 



For Patience undei- Afflictions. (1.) 

[AuUmr of Uie BWraspecl. 

MY heavenly Father ! enable me in all 
y trials and afflictions lo lie passive in 
thy hands ; pardon thou, my unbecoming 
fears, and strengthen the faith of thy waver- 
5 servant ; compassionate my many and 
great frailties, and cheer my heart in the 
hour of despondency ; let a well-grounded 
hope of thy love and mercy be imparted 

ler every conflict, and a prospect of 
heaven bo afforded amidst all the sorrows 
and darkness of these wilderness scenes. 

Lord ! I trust I am thine : save me, and 
sanctify me by every event and visitation 
which I am called to expeiience, while 
passing through a world of sorrow, sin, 



and death. And whether I live or die, 
may I be the Loid's. Amea. 
Our Father, &c. 



PUiYEE XXIV. 
I'or I'alience under Affiiclions. (2.) 

[Dr. Itnrabucb. 

Gracious God, my sufferings are great, 
hut not to be compared to those of my 
Saviour; yet I know that even the hours 
of my sufferings are limited by thy provi- 
dence, and thou coimtest them to me. 
Thou appointest their beginning and end. 
Orant that I may acquiesce with my whole 
heart in what thou art pleased -to inflict, 
who orderest every thing for the good of 
thy creatures. Thou wilt not only limit 
the period of my sufferings, but wilt never 
suffer me to be tempted above what I am 



abla to bear. Preserve rae, LoitI, from 
the gloom of unbelief, from tbe darkness 
of spiritual blindness, and fioni the eter- j 
nal Eight or the dark abyss. Sanctify to 
me every pain and every sorrow, that I 
may pa^ through the furnace of afflic- i 
tion, as gold purified in the fire ; and 
whea I have suffered all thou hast appoint- 
ed unto me, may I come off more than a 
conqueror, through him that hath loved 
me and given himself for mc. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 

PRAYER XXY. 

Under Spiritual Tmubh. 

Save me, God, for the waters are 

come into my soul : I sink in the deep' 

mire where there is no standing. Bring 

16 



mj soul out of prison, tliat I may praise 
thy name. 

slioiv me the true estiitu of my soul, 
and make me to kuow the thiogs ihat are 
freely given of God ; and deliver lue, gra- 
cious Lord, from all those offensive mat- 
ters that provoke tiiee to hide thy face 
from me, and that wrap up my soul in 
clouda and darkness, and make me so 
much a stranger to peace and omforts. 
grant me a clear discovery of the evi- 
dences of my calling and election ; and 
seal a comfortable assurance of thy bless- 
ed love in Christ Jesus to my soul. 
thou who didst bid the winds and waves. 
Peace, be still, and they obeyed thue, — 
settle my discomposed mind, and quiet 
my troubled breast, and brings me to see 
the light of thy countenance, and tbe joy 



of thy salvation. thou who art of pow- 
er to estabUah us, be pleased to establish 
my heart with grace, and let me he rooted 
and grounded in the faith, that I may not 
stfigger, through unbelief, but hold the 
beginning of ray conSdence steadfast unto 
the end. Eejoice the sou! of thy ser- 
vant ; for unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up 
my soul ; and let the joy of the Lord be 
ray strength, lo make me victorious over 
my sins, and always to abound in thy 
work ; never pleased so much with any 
thing as to do the things pleasing to my 
God, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Our Father, &C. 
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PRAYEK XXVI. 




An Invocation to Hie Holy Spirit. 




[AulHor of lliB 




Oh, t 


iioii Holy Spiiit, ! whose 


delight it 
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vince sinners of their 


leed of a 


Eedee.n 


er, and then lead them u 


Uo Christ 
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e them faith to believe 


du ihoii 
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B dv.-ell ia my heart, and keep me 
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bumbled 


for my 


ma. Give me, thou Comfoiler 


and Siinctifiei', give me grace to 


apply all 


hia blessed work of rederaptio 


n, all his 


gracious 


promises, to my son. 


Enable 
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searching 


God, day by day to decline, 
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PRAYER XXVU. 


Fist the Graces of 


the Sp'rit. 


[Au 


LliororiheRelrospect. 


ALMiftHTy, blessed 


and eternal God, 


I now coma, and ia tbe 


name of Him in 


whom tliou art wdl-pl 


ased, I ask for 
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grace to keep me in all my ways 


for wis- 


dom to instruct and direct me 


11 all ray 


■ffcndcriiigs and ignorance ; for co 


ui-age to 


confess Christ before men; for 


ajl those 


fruits and graces of tliy Spifit 


which 


shall enable me to glorify thy niirr 


e in the 


world and to serve my fellow-cre; 


ures for 


their good, until I am gathere< 


to my 


fathers and see corruption. An 


d when 


the enemy comes in with the pow 


er of an 


o^erwJelmi^ flood the subtlety 


of hell, 


01 in tl e i. b i an angel f 1 
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my title clear to a habitation not made 
with Lands, eternfvl in the lieavens ; for 
Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 
Our Father, &o. 



PRAYER XXVIII. 
Gratituds to God for S'p.ritual Blessings. 

[Authoi- of tlie Celnrapeol. 

What shall I render unto tlice, my 
God ! for all thy mercies ! Aid me with 
thine own Spirit to offer up all the grati- 
tude and praise which a poor heart like 
mine is capable of. Yes, I will praise 
thy holy name, for mating me ivilling, in 
the day of thy power, to come out fi'ont 
the ambitious, restless pursuits of men, 
who desire their good things heve. I 
adore thee for showing me the vanity and 



danger of seeking my portion on earth, 
and tlie madness of expecting happiness 
in the paths of the destroyer. How many 
of my eomptititors and companions in 
the race of sin and vanity havo stumbled, 
and fiiUea, and pevislied ! Still I am 
among the liviug to praise thee ! Hence, 
Lord, let rae seek and find all my 
pose and all my happiness in tliee. What- 
ever comforts thou art pleased to coi 
nioate through the medium of thy 
tares to my body, and whatever rel 
ments may he supplied through Oi-dinan- 
ces and meaus of gi'ace to my soul, still, 
my God, may I see and receive all as 
coming fi'om thee, through Jesus Christ. 

Our Father, &g. 



PEAYER XXIX. 
Befcyre goiwj a Journey. 
LoKD, thoa art tiie same God in all 
places : and no where can I go but thou 
art there. Both at home and abroad, on 
my way and at the end, thou art ever ivith 
me by the universal presence of thygi'ace, 
and thy good Spirit with me, to conduct 
and guide me conlaiiually ; to protect and 
save me from all dangers and mischiefs ; 
and to make my way prosperous, and all 
my affairs successful. let th<i blessing 
of the Lord follow me, and rest upon me ; 
and preserve my going out, and my com- 
ing in ; and never leave me, nor forsake 
me, Lord, but be my God and guide 
this d^iy in all tliis journey, and all my 
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life long ; which is but a pilgrimage and 
passage through this world, in which I am 
continually hastening home, to the peiiod 
of all my travels, to the place where I 
must take up my abode and dwell forever. 

Our Father, i&c. 



PRAYEE XXX. 
Ji'or tJhe Spread of the Gospel. 
Father of lights, and giver of all 
wisdom, bless every society formed for 
the conversion of Jews or Gentiles, and 
for the spread and advancement of thy 
truth, at home or abroad. 

Look witli favor on all missionaries now 
among the heathen. prepare thy way 



in the wilderness, May every valley be 
exalted, and every hill be made low ; may 
the crooked be made straight, and the 
rough places pktn ; and let thy word 
have free course every where and be 
glorified. May thy doctrine, constantly 
preached by thy servants, drop as the rain, 
and distil as the dew, and thy word never 
return nnto thee void, but prosper abund- 
antly, and accomplish all that for which 
thon do3t send it. Give thy servants 
health and strength, vigor of mind, and 
devotedness of heart ; and may they all be 
chosen vessels to bear thy name before 
the Gentiles. May the deadening influ- 
ence of chraate, heathen customs, and loss 
of means of grace, be more than counter- 
acted by a special supply of thy Holy 
Spirit. Give them grace to be faithful 



unto deal.li, and may they receive from 
the Saviour's liands the crown of life and 
glorj'. Grant that thoiiaands and tens of 
thousands niay rise up to call tliee blessed. 
liny tlie little leaven leaven the whole 
lump: and all nations whom thou hast 
made, fall down and worship before thee, 
and glfirify thy name, through thy dear 
Son, Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 



PEAYER XXXI. 
S'or Resignation to the Divine Will. 

O Lottu, take from me that sorrow 
which the love of self may produce from 
i, and from my unsuccessful 



md de.ign. 
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regardless of thy glory ; but create in me 
a sorrow resembling tliiiie. Let me not 
henceforth desire health or life, except to 
spend them for thee, with thee, and ia 
thee. I pray not that thou wouldst give 
me either health or sioltness, life or death ; 
hut that thou wouldst dispose of my 
health and ray sictness, ray life and ray 
death, for thy glory, for my own eternal 
welfare, for tlie use of the church, and the 
benefit of thy saints, of whose number, hy 
thy grace, I hope to be. Thou alone 
linowest what is good for me ; thou art 
Lord of all; do, therefore, what seemeth 
thee best. Give to me, or take from me ; 
conform my will to thine ; and grant that 
with humble and perfect submission, and 
in holy confidence, I may be disposed to 
receive the orders of thy eternal provi- 



17 



denoe ; and may equally adoi'o every dis- 
pensation, which will come to me from 
tJiy hand, throiigli Jc;sus Christ our Lord. 

Our Father, &o. 



PRAYER XXXII. 
In the prmpeot of Death. 

Dp. WilSDtl. 

In my last hour, OLcinl, 1 humbly beg 
thy protection from the busy suggestions 
of evil spirits. k t not my faitli f^l, my 
hope wither, or my charity wax cold with 
thewaningfleFh; but when mine L\rs ire 
darkened, and my tongue filter then 
then, let my hewrt be enWigpd towards 
thee, waiting on tliee longing for thee 
incessantly, and prii ng '^1 iw me thy 
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mercy, Lord, and grant me thy salva- 
tion. Since my days are but as a span, 
short and uneertiiin, I humbly beseech 
thee, Lord, to wean my heai-t from the 
disijuietiidea of worldly carea, that I may 
be diligent in all the good works of obe- 
dience and charity, that so, recovering the 
spiritual health of my soul, I may die in 
thy grace and favor, through Jcsns 
Chiist, 

Our Father, &a. 





EJACULATIONS, 




CHIEFLY EHOM TIIK SCBIPTUKES. 




In the Morning. 


w 


lAT shall I offer unto the Lord for 


his mercies renewed unto me every morn- | 


ing! 


Tlie sacrifice of God is a hroken 


spirit 


a broken and a contrite heart, 


God, 


thou wOt not despise. 


Grant tliat I may continue in tliy fear 


all tlie dny long. May I keep thy statutes 


and ohserve thy laws. 


Be 


with me this day in my gning out 


and i 


ray coming in. Make me watchful 


and 


ircuraspect in my walk and conver- 



satioii. Put thy fear in my Jieart, God, 
that I may be kept from sinning against 



In ConversoAion. 

Set a watch, O Lord, before my nioutli ; 
keep tlioii the door of my lips. 

Let the words of my moutb and the 
meditation of my heart, be always accept- 
able in thy sight, Lord, my Strength 
and my Redeemer. 

Preserve me, God, from a vain con- 
versation; give me grace never to be 
ashamed or afraid to speak of Thee and 
Thy law. 

Tn Temptation. 

When the enemy comes in lllie a flood, 
do thou, the Spiiit of the Lord, lift \ip a 
standard against liim ; enable me to stand 



iu the evil day, and liaving done all, to 
etand. 

How ciin I do tills great -n'ickedness 
and sin against God ? 

Affainat any hesetting Sin. 

Enable me to lay aside every weight, 
and the sin tliat doth most easily beset 
me; and to I'un with patience the race 
that is set before me, looking unto Jesus. 

On falling into Sin. 

Have mercy upon me, O God, and ac- 
cording' to the mwltitude of thy tender 
mercies, hlot out my transgi'essions. Wash 
me thoroughly from, mine iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin, hide thy face 
from my sins, and blot out mine iniquities. 



Whm Evil Entreated, 
Give me, my God, a heart full of 
Ciristifin meeljiiess and cliariLj, that I 
may willingly forget the evil I have re- 
ceived, and be always disposed to do good 
to othere. 

In difficult Circumstances. 

I WILL lift up my eyes unto tlie hills, 
froni whence cometh my help. HeLir my 
prayers, Lord, and let my cry come 
unto thee, Hide not thy face from me in 
the time of my trouble. 

Cause me to Imow the way wherein I 
should walk; for I lift up my soul vnto 
thee. 

Loi'd, I am oppressed ; undertake for 
me. In all my ways may I acknowledge 



tLee ; and do tlioii i 



At 8eI/-Bxo.t 

Examine me, Lord, and prove me ; 
try thou my reins ana my heart. 

Search me, God, and linow my heart i 
try me, and know my thoughts ; and see 
if there be any wicied way in rae ; and 
lead me in the way everlasting. 

On any Loss. 

TiiK Lord gave, and the Lo'-d hath 
talteji away ; blessed be the naue of the 
Lord. 

It is the Lord, Icthi-n do whs L soemotli 
him good. Enable me to bear pBtiently 
whp.tpver trials may be allotted me, firmly 
tnisting in thv word, that all things shall 
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work together for good to tliem that love 

In Trouble of Mind. 
When my heart is overwhelmed within 
me, lead me to the Roclt that is Iiiglier 
thitn T. Wliy art thou oast down, my 
soul ; and why art thou disquieted williin 
me ; Hope thou in God ; for I shall yet 
praise Him, who is the hea,ltli of my uoiiu- 
tenance aad my God, 

Befo)-e Prayer. 
LoKD, teiicb mc to pray. Quicken me 
that I may call upon thy name. 

Before Reading the Scriptures. 
Oi'BN thou mine eyos, that I may be- 
hold wondrous things out of thy law. 



„,.„,Go 
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PHIV. 




.. 




Sane 


tify me thv 


ugli tliy truth 


thy 


Tord 


is in 


th. 










On Going to Ghurdt. 






H 


Dw amiiible 


are thy tabeinacle 


», 


Lord 


of Hosts 


My soul Ion 


eth. 


yea. 


my heai't and my flesh ciieth out for the 


livin 


God. 

On 


Going to Bed. 






I 


viLL lay m 


down in peace 


and take 


myi 


est; for it 


is ihou. Lord 


o„ly 


that 


makc-st ma to d 


fl-ell in safety. 







DEVOUT MEDITATIOKS. 



MEDITATION I. 



On Gommuni 



eilh God ill Secret 



RETiiiii;, O my soul! frum the liusy 
world, a.iid employ tbj'self about that for 
wliich thou werl created : — Tbe contem- 
plation of thy God. I will hfistea to my 
closet, or yonder solitaiy wail;, and there 
sequestered from a vexatious world, I will 
not suffer a single thought of it to approach 
me, unless by way of pity and contempt. 

How delightful is it, my soul ! for 
thee to enjoy this sweet conimunion with 
thy God, and thus to dwell upon divine 
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cross of Christ, seen by faith, will enable 
you. to crucify the world. It will bring 
you. pardon and viotory. It will engage 
you in another cause, occupy you with 
other objects, and introduce you Jato other 
society. It will detect all the glare and 
imposition of earthly things. The myste- 
rious death of the incarnate Saviour will 
fix your heart, produce hatred of sin, re- 
concile you to reproach, deliver you from 
the fear of man, and make obedience de- 
lightful. 

MEDITATION XI. 
On Prayer. 
MY soul ! what canst thou desire be- 
yond this 



the n 



Ask whatsoever thou wilt in 
of Jesus, and in the faith of his 
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holy word ; and if h be for the glory of 
God, and the real good of thy soul, thou, 
slialt as surely have thy request granted, 
as that the Lord Jehovah liveth, and aa- 
swereth prayer. — Author of the Setrospect. 
Lord, I know not what I should ask 
of thee. Tiiou only knowest what I 
want ; and thou lovest me better than I 
can love myself. Lord, give to me, who 
desires to be tl y child, what is proper, 
wbatsoever it may be. 1 dare not ask 
either crosses or comforts. I only present 
myself before thee ; I open my iieart to 
thee. Bthold ray wants, wbicb I am 
ignorant of: but do thon behold, and do 
according to thy mercy. Smite or heal ; 
depress or raise me up ; I adore all thy 
purposes, without knowing thein ; I am 
silent, I offer myself in sacrifice. I .than- 



don myself to thee, haviag no greater de- 
sire than to acoomplisti tl\y will. Teacli 
me to pray. Pray thou myself in me. — 
Ahp, Fenelon. 



MEDITATION" XII. 
On the Sufferings of Christ. 

[Sootl. 

Once more, O my soul ! let thy medi- 
tations turn for a moment on the compli- 
cated cruelties and indignities to which 
the holy and spotless Lamb of God was 
exposed. He was wounded and scourged, 
that thou mightest be healed. He was 
arrayed with scorn in the purple robe, 
that he might pi-oeure for thee the robe 
of righteousness and salvation. He was 
crowned with thorns, that tliou mightest 
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be crowned witli honor and immortality. 
He stood speechless that thou niiglitest 
have an all- prevailing plea. He enduied 
torture, that thou mightest have a strong 
consolation. He thii'sted, that thou 
DJiglitest drink of the waters of life. — 
He bore the wrath of the Father, that 
thou mightest enjoy hia favor. He was 
numbered with transgressors, that thou 
mightest be made equal with the angels. 
He died, that thou mightest live for ever ! 
Oh I then, let me often retire and medi- 
tate on this scene, and admire his immea- 
sureable love, that I may learn to mourn 
for sin, and liate it, and rejoice in my 
obligations to such a Redeemer, until 
I am constrained to live no longer unto 
myself, but to him. who died for me, and 
rose again. 



MEDITATION XIII. 



On Dmtli. 



[CaiSI 



We were l)ovn, and we must die. The 
(irae allotted to us here below is short 
indeed. If we stretch out our hands, we 
may almost touch the portals whicK ter- 
minate the path of our moi'tal pilgiimage. 
If we listen with attention, we seem to 
hear the labor of him who is engaged in 
preparing our graves ; and, if the Holy 
Spirit is pleased to open our ears, we may 
already discern the sounds which proceed 
from the celestial abodes. 

Listen, O my soul, to this warning voice 
with the deepest attention 1 "All flesh is 
grass, and the gfory of man is as the 
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flower of tbe field." Fresh aad verdant 
in the moraing, it adorns tlie meadow : 
the aiglit is gladdened at its heauty, and 
it sheds Biveet perfumes around. " In 
the evening it is cut down and witliered !" 
Its glory is departed ; and it tells us that 
a few hours must suffice for earthly enjoy- 
ments. The day is passed — ^the grass 
and the flowers thereof are gone. 

MEDITATION XIV. 

On the Joys of Heaven. 

[Up. k™. 
Hail, the despised followers of the 
poverty of JesiiB ! he had no estates, — he 
had no purchase on earth, not " a hole 
wherein to lay his sabred head." In this 
you were like your suffering Lord; for 



your treasures were in lieaven, wliere you 
BOW enjoy tbem with an assurance of 

no longer heirs but actual inheritors of 
that kingdom of inexpressible wealth, from 
which he has utterly dehai-red all that are 
enoumhered with riches heie below, and 
place their security and reliance on them. 
What divine melody is this, my soul, 
which thus charms my ravished thoughts ? 
What vigorous echoes of joy inespressi- 
ble are these I hear ? Tliese can be none 
other than the voices of angels. Oh, the 
fervor of thk joy ! as if their heavenly 
breasts were unable to contain the flaming 
zeal within. Lo! how they break forth 
into the most ardent expressions, and pa- 
thetic hallelujahs to your Creator's glory ! 
Hiirk I what heavenly song is this I hear ? 



" Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty ! 
whicli was, and is, and is to come. Bless- 
ing, lumor, power, and glory, be unto him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and to the 
Lamb, for ever and ever !" 
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liar excellency of h iimaii nature, and 
which disdnguishes man from the inferior 
creatures more than bare reason itself, 
that he can reflect npon all that is done 
within him, can discern the tendencies of 
his soul, and is acquainted with his own 
purposes." 

Wothing more plainly shows us what 
weak, vascillating creatures we are, than 
the difiiculty we find in fixing ourselves 
down to the very self -scrutiny we had de- 
liberately resolved on. Like the worth- 
less Roman emperor, we retire to our 
closet under the appearance of seiious 
occupation, but might now and then be 
surprised, if not in catching flies, yet in 
pursuits nearly as contemptible. Some 
trifle which we should be ashamed to 
dwell upon at any time, intrudes itself on 



the moments dedicated to serious thought ; 
recollection \a interrupted ; the whole 
chain of reflection broken, so tliat the 
scattered Uiiks cannot again be united. 
And so inconsistent are we, liiat we are 
sometimes not sorry to have a plausible 
pretence for interrupting tbe very em- 
ployment in which we had just before 
made it a duty to engage. For want of 
this home Licquaintance, we remain in utter 
ignorance of our inability to meet even 
the ordinary trials of life with cheerful- 
ness ; indeed by this neglect we confirm 
that inability. 

We have appetites to control, imagina- 
tions to restrain, tempers to I'egalate, pas- 
sions to subdue ; and how can this internal 
work be effected, how can our thoughts 
be kept witliin due bounds, how can a 
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proper Ijias be given to the affections, 
how can the little state of man be pre- 
served from continual insarrection, bow 
can this restraining power be maintained, 
if this capacity of discerning, if this facul- 
ty of inspecting he not kept in regular ex- 
ercise ? Without constant discipline, im- 
agination will become outL 



This inward eye, this power of intro- 
version, is given us for a continual watch 
upon the soul. On an unremitted vigil- 
ance over its interior motions, those fruit- 
ful seeds of action, those prolific princi- 
ples of vice and virtue, will depend both 
the formation and the growth of our moral 
and religious character. A superficial 
glance is not enough for a thing so deep, 
an unsteady view will not suffice for a 



thing so wavering, nor a casual look for a 
thing so deceitful as the human heait, A 
partial inspection on any one side, will 
not be enough for an object which must 
be observed under a variety of aspects, 
because it is always shifting its positions, 
always ojianging its appearances. 

We should examine not only our con- 
duct but our opinions ; not only our faults 
but our prejudices ; not only our propen- 
sities but our judgments. Our actions 
themselves will he obvious enough ; it is 
our intentions which require the scrutiny. 
These we shoiild follow up to their remot- 
est springs, scrutinize to their deepest 
recesses, trace through their most per- 
plexing windings. And lest we should in 
ouv pursuit wander in tmcertrunty and 
blindness, let us mate use of that guidinc; 



clue, as fui-nished by his worJ, and by iiia 
Sjiifit, for conducting us tlivoiigh tbe in- 
tticacies of tliis liibjrinth. What I know 
not teach thou me, should be our con- 
stant petition in sll our researches.* 

Nor must the examination be occasional, 
but reg-ular. Let us not run into long 

edi-s but settle our accounts frequently. 
Little artii.li's will run up to a large 
amount if thej ire not cleiired off. Even 

r innocent days as we may choose to 
call them (vdl not have passed without 
furnishing their contingent — our deadiiess 
in de\otion — our eagerness for human ap- 
plause — out cue to conceal our faults 
ratbei than to coirect them — our negli- 
gent perfiimiiioe of some relative duty — 
r imprudence in conversation, especially 
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at table — our iaconaid era lion — our driving 
to the very edge of purmitted indulgences ; 
— let us keep these — let us keep all our 
numerous items in small suras. Let us 
examine them wliile the particulars are 
fresh in our memory ; otherwise however 
we may flatter ourselves that lesser evils 
will be swiilloived up by the grta.ter, we 
may find when we come to settle the 
grand aeoount, that they will not be the 
leas remembered for not having been re- 
corded. 

In the discharge of this necessary and 
important duty, (he Chrisliiio should 
member tiiat every day he lives he 1 



A God to Glorify.— 1 Cob. vi, 
A Soul to Save. — Pnit. ii. la, 
Hepeiitance to aeeic midparfui 
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There is a spurious sort of self-exami- 
nation, whioli does not serve to enlighten 
but to blind. A person who has left off 
some notoiious vice, who has softened 
some shades of a glaring sin, or substitut- 
ed some outward forms ia the place of 
open religion, looks on his change of char- 
acter with pleasure. He compares him- 
self with what he was, and views the 
alteralion. witli self-complacency. He de- 
ceives himself by taking his standard from 
his former conduct, or from the character 
of still worse men, instead of takbg it 
from the unerring rule of Sciipture. He 
looks rather at the discredit than the sin- 
fulness of his former life, and being more 
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ashamed at what is disreputable than 
grieved at what Is vicious, lie is, in this 
stale of shtillow reformation, more in dan- 
ger ia proportion as lie is more in credit. 
He is not awii,re that it is not having a 
fault or two less that will cany him to 
heaven, ivhile his heart is still glued to 
the world and estranged from God. 

How necessary then it is that the 
Christian should minutely examine hia 
motives and actions — that he should con- 
stantly say, with the Royal Psalmist, — 
" Search me, God, and know my heart ; 
try me, and know my thoughts ; and see 
if there be any wicked way in me, and 
lead me in the way everlasting," In dis- 
charging this duty, the Christian will he 
greatly assisted, hy attending to the fol- 
lowing simple rales : — 



I. Let a fixed time he set apart every morn- 
ing and evening for this purpose. 

It ia impossible to give any rule as to 
the length of time that should be given. 
The obligations of persons vary with their 
situations and circumstances ; but let us 
g^ve as much time, as, consistently with 
our other duties, we can spare, and lei 
the time ia every case be so employed, not 
as a task, but as a blessing ; not merely 
as a requirement, but as a privilege and 
advantage; for the more close, faithful, 
and diligent you are in self-examination, 
the more comfort and beneJit you are likely 
to receive in. the end. 



II. Cnndder the Holy Scriptures as the 
great test hi/ which, you are to try your- 

-If. 

Thisy ai*e the only true standard of self- 
esaminatiem — the touchstone which dis- 
covers at once the characterof the metai ; 
and by comparing your state with the 
most pritctical and spiritual parts of God's 
word, and varying those parts from time 
to time, you try yourself by a pei-fecl and 
infallible standard. 

III. Conduct this e.varainatio>i in the spirit 
of Prayer. 

Prater is the guide to self-knowledge, 
by prompting us to look after our sins, 
in order to pvay against them ; it is a rao- 
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tive to vigiianoe by teaching us to guard 
against those sins, which, through aelf- 
exami nation, we have been enabled to 
detect. 

IV. Beware of/ormoMtyondself-rigliteo 



Althou&h it is our unhounden duty ti 
ruai-d against the commission of sin, and 
to keep ourselves unspotted fiom the 

lid, yet it is not our watolifuluess 
against sin, or our performance of any 

gious duty, however good in itself, 
which constitutes us genuine Christians. 
For after all we have done or can do, we 
are but unprofitable servants. We should 
hale sin, because it is hateful in the sight 
of God, we should seek to bo delivered 
from its dominion by earnest pr.tyer, and 



depend alone for salvation on the merits 
and rightfiOTisness of tbe Lord Jesus 
Cliiist, who is emphaUcally atjled the 
Loid our Rigliteousness ; for all depend- 
ance upoii our own good works will only 
prove a meiins of delusion and danger to 



HoT.v, holy, Lord God Almighty, who 
art of purer eyus than to beliold iniquity, 
who searchest the heart and triest the 
innermost thoughts, I beseech thee now to 
assist me in looliing into ray own heart, 
and my ovvn life. Feeling and atknowl- 
edging that my heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked, I be- 
seech thfie to show me to myself. Ena- 
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ble me to try myself by the stundard of 
thy holy word, and discover the true state 
of my eoul ; give me repentfmce for all 
my past sins, lively faith ia Jp^ua Clii-ist 
the only Saviour from sin, deep liumility 
before thee, and such tempers and disposi- 
tions as are meet for those who assemble 
round the table of our gracious Redeem- 
er. These things I ask for his name's 






QUESTIONS FOH SELF-EXAMINATION. 



Morning. 

1. Have I thia morning sought of llie Lord 
his special grace aild prolectiuil for tlie day T 

2. Am I going forth in ray own strength, or 
Biraply looking to God alone to help and deli- 

3. Am I so sensible of my own woak.icss as 
ever to watch and pray) 

4. Am I living by faith in a daily and simple 
dependance on God ! 

5. Do I constantly remember that I am ac- 
coaiitable to God for a right improvement of the 
talents entrusted to me J 

6. Have 1 determined to lay myself out thia 
day for the glory of God 1 

7. Are all the faculties of my soul engaged to 
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8. Have I resolved, in the streiiglh of God, to 
forsake all eiiis, hovBover dear to me, particu- 
larly my beeetting Bin, whether it be pride, 
envy, malice, eovetnuanesa, impurity, iear of 
man, or any otlier sin ? 

9. Is it my constant desire to abstain from, 
the very appearance of evil, and Co keep myself 
unspotted from the world I 



1. Did I this moraiHg make ray reaoimioiiB tu 
walk cloaely with God, in dependance on his 
gro/^iouB assistance ? 

2. Have I this day put up pslitioiiB Bgainsl 
my besetting sins I 

3. What have I committed, and what omit- 
ted, to-day! 

4. What mercies have I received this day — 
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AiiBwers to prayer — Deliverance fruiii evi' 
Common or remarkable bleaginga ? 

5. What have I done this day for the glory of 
God or the good of my fellow-creatnrea ; or 
what opportunities have I neglected of promo- 
ting them J 

6. Have I been enabled ihja day willingly to 
take up my erase ! 

7. Have I been watching to-day against the 
first risings of pride and wordlj-mindediieBB ! — 
Have I guarded against the appearance of evil ? 

8. Have I kept op a lively aud humble de- 
pendanca upon the Divine influence, in the 
duty and emergencies of the day! 

9. With what aucceas have I enonuiitered the 
eins to which my circumstances or oonstitutiou 

10. Have I been looking to Jesns as my righl- 
eousnesn, my strength, Einii my example 1 

11. How have I improved my time thia day ? 
— Have I made any progresa in religion 1 — Have 
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I thought 


of Death a 


nd Judgment?— Have I | 
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13. Hav 


I thiB day 


tried to mortify ain 
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13. Ha^- 


I prayed, 
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read 


the Scriptu 
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God. 
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ealouB for hia glory J 




2. Do I 
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o, or desne 
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8. IB Bin hatcfiil to ine ?— Do I loathe it as the 
wovet of all evils! 

9. Have I an haljilual mouraing for sin ! 

10. Have I deeply felt my corruiitiuii iind 
guilt butare God ? 

11. DuILflieve tliat the Goapol is the ap- 
pointed and only completo way of aalvHtion 1 

la. Do I rest on the only hope of forgiveness 
— redeniption through the bluod of Christ) 

13. Am I BO belisving in Jeaua as to rely upon 
him aa my Saviour 7 

14. Am I truly grateful to God for his great 
galvation ? 

15. Am I evideuciug this hy a care to please 
him in all things I 

16. Am I humble and lowly in mind, affec- 
tion, and couversation ? 

17. Do the sufferings of Chmt for eiii affect 
my heart with godly sorrow 1 

18. Am I patioat under crosses, trials, aud 
iiyuries, aad willing to suffer reproach for 
Christ's Bake? 
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D 


I quietly submit to God's 


painful dis. 


peiin 


tio 


a! 
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D 


I hunger and thirst afler 


righteous- 
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Dc 


i..,...,ira..i,, »,!,..!, 


thai right. 


GOUBl 


o»a 


which ia through the faith 


of Christ J 


22. 


Ai 


I laboring to spread the 


Gospel of 


Peao 


! 






23 


Do 


I seek to know God more 


nyself, and 


to diffuse 


his knowledge throogh the 


world T 


24 


H 


ve I resigned myaelf to the 


>villutGod, 


to do 


and auffer his plesBure I 
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H 


w do I apend ray Sabbaths 


~Di, I not 


int., 


m 


uy niatancBS empl y tl bsb 


opportuni- 


ties 


In 


ei'ty a unp ofi able ai d si 


fol oonver- 


su^ir, 


;i 


1 do g md y u necessary 


works;by 


h-ave 
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, vis u„ &c stead o 


improving 
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50 


(iS to pro note the glory of God and my 






timl advantage ? 
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EBSOLfTTOKS.* 

1. Resolved, tlint Itnill da wkaie-ner I think lo 
lie most to GoI'b glory and my own good, pro- 
fit and pleasure, on the whole, without any 
consideration of the time, whether now, or 
never 80 many myriads of agea hence: to do 
whaterer I think to be my duty, and moat for 
the good and advantage of mankind in general 
—whatever difficulties I meet with, how many 
and how grout Boover. 

a. Resolved, to Vie continually emleavouring 
to find soma neio cuntTivance to promote the ftire- 
mentloned things. 

3. EeaoIveiJ, nsver to no, be, or suffeb, any 
thing in Bonl or body, lessor more, but what 
tends to the glory of God. 
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4. RaBolved, 


aevei- to loae one m 


ment ot 


time, bnt improv 


e it ill the most profit 


ble way 


I possibly can. 






5. Rasolveci, 


o live with all my mig 


ht, while 


I do live." 






6. Resolved, 


never to do anything, 


which I 


should be afrlid 


to do if it were the la 


t hour of 


niy life. 






7, BeaoWed, * 


o think mtich, on all o 


ccaBioiis, 


ofmyowH dyi 


S, and of the commo 


ci.cum- 


Biaiicea which attend deatSi. 




8. Resolved, t 


be endeavoring to find out fit 


objects of charity and liberality. 




9. Keaolved, 
veiige. 


never do anything 


it of re- 


* This ia the full and exaol Import of Ihd Latin molto 
« Duio TlTimia, rivsmoa," wlilch was llie motto o[ Dr. 
. DoddiidgB'a tiimlly coBt-of-arma, and wbieh He has tJiuB 
pataplmiKd- 

UreiMbileyouliTctheEpicDKB mould eaj, 

Aod seiM Oie pleasures of the present day ; 

Lira, wLlle joii lite, the sacred pkeachkr oriss, 

And give lo God eocL moment ns U flies. 

Lorri, in my riew let boll, .miled br^, 

I live in PLt.3URE wben 1 Live lo thke." 
1 
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lO. 


Resolved, never to sHffar the least m 


olion 


of an 


ger 10 irrational beings. 




11. 


Resolved, that I will so live bb I 


shall 


wish 


I had dune when I come lo die. 




12 


Beeolvsd, tolive ao atall times, as I think i 


ilbest in my devout frames, and when ] 


have 


clear 


at nutiotis of the gospel and another » 


<nld. 


13 


Resolved, to maiiilaivi strict tempe 
jng and drinking. 


auce 


14 


Resolved, never to do anything, wh 


oh if 


laUo 


aid Bee in another, I should count a ju 


stoc 


cado 


to despise him for, or to thiiik any 


way 


then 


ore meanly of him. 




!5 


Keaolved, whenever I do any evil ai 


lion. 


totra 


CO it back, till I come to the original c 


ause; 


and then both carefully endeavor to do 


so no 




and to fight and pray with al! jny 


night 


against the original of it. 




16 


Resolved, to study the scriptures so 


tead- 


iiy- 


onstnntly and frequently, as that I 


may 


find, 


and plainly perceive myself to grow 


mho 


!=nov 


ledge of the same. 
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17. Besnlved, to strive to my atmoat every 
Whsek to be brought higher in religion, and to a 
higher ei^ei-uiaa of gi-ace. than I was the week 
before. 

18. Bcflolved, to bestricliy and fivmjy faith- 
ful to my trust, ihut Pruv. yix. 6. ( A /ailh/al 
man wha canfind f) may uot be partly fulfilled 



J!), Keeolved, always to do what lean to- 
wards makiug, niaiiilaimiig, and establishing 
peace, when it can be done without sn ovcrbal- 
micing detriment iu other respects. 

20. Eesolved, never to speak in narrations 
any thing but the pure aud simple trntb. 

21. Hesolved, never to speak evil of any 
person except some particular good call for it. 

22. Resolved, to inquire every night as I am 
going to bed, wherein I have bedn negligent, 
what sin I have ooforailled, and wherein I have 
denied myself; also at the end of every week, 

23. Resolved, never to speak anything that is 
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ridiculous, or mattor of kugtitev on tlio Lord'a 
day. 

24. Resolved, iievev to do anything that I flo 
much queslion the lawfulness of, as that I in- 
tend, at the same time to consider and exHiniue 
ftfterwai-ds, whether it be lawful or no; except 
I na much question the Hdinisaion. 

35. Besolved, frequently to renew the dedica- 
tion of myself to God, which was made at my 
baplisn], which I solemnly renewed, when I 
was received into the communion of the churcli, 
and which I have solenmly ratified this laih 
day of January, 1733. 

36. Resolved, never to act aa if I were any 
way my cwn, but entirely and altoyelher God's. 

27. Resolved, constantly, with the utmnat 
nicenesB and diligence, and tlie slrictest scruti- 
ny, to be looking into the elate of my aoul, that 
I may know whether I have truly an interest 
in Christ or no : that when I come to die, I may 
Dot have any negligence respecliug thia to re- 
pent of. 
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28. Eeaolved 


neve 


to give over, nor in tlia 


least lo slitckeii 


my fight witli my con-nptions, | 


however unau™ 


eesful 


I may be. 


29. Beaolved 


when 


I foar misfortiinoB and 


fldveisitiet, to 


x^mi 


a whether I have doiie 


my duty, and re 


solve 


odoitiaudletitbejust 


as Fiovidance 


rders 


t, I will as fai- aa I can. 


bacoiicemedal] 


outn 


thing but my duty, and 


my siu. 






30 Roeolved 


nevor 


to do anything but duty ; 


i.i.d then accord 


ng to 


Eph, vi. 6-8, do it wil- 


liugly and cbee 


fully as unto the Lord, and not 


to man! know: 


g that whatever good thing any 


man doetli, tile aam 


9 shall he receive of the 


Lord. 






31. Eesolved 


to ex 


rcise myself much in this 


dL iiy life long 


vk. w 


ith tlio greatest opeuucBB 


t. ,h.,h^ my V 


ayate 


God, and to lay open my 


8M".i[oiii^:a!; 


my si 


18, temptations, difficnlties, 


Borro«-B, fears, hopsE, desires, aad everything. 


ai,J every eirc 


msta 


oe, according to Dr. Man- 
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tou'a twoaty-sevellth sernioQ im tha llSlh 
Psalm, 

32. Besolved, after affliction?, to inquire wlial 
em I the better for them ; whit good I kavs got, 
and what I taight hava got by them. 



CONFESSION OJT SIKS ABTEB a 

Lord God Aimig-hty, the Judge of 
all the earth, keeping covenant and mer- 
cy to tliem that love him, and to them 
that keep his eommandmeivts, have merey 
upon me a laiserable ainnsr, coioing back 
to thee in the name of Jesus Christ. My 
conscience accuses nae of many transgres- 
sions and much disobedience. If in any- 
thing I have not greatly sinned, or have in 
a measure fulfilled tfey will, this was the 
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work, and to ttee alone be praise. But, 
how unfaithful haye I been to my en- 
gagements, and how often have I ti-ans- 
gressed thy law, and been disobedient to 
thy holy will ! 

I desire especially to confess and to be- 
wail those sins for which my own Iieart 
more particularly condemns me. 

And how much of my sinfulness is 
unknown to myself ! But thou art ac- 
quainted with all ray ways : Oh, cleanse 
Thou me from my secret faults, and all 
my known transgressions. Wash me 
through that precious blood which cleanses 
fi'ora all sin. Give me grace to look to 
Ilim who was pierced for my sins, and to 
mourn for them with that godly sorrow 
which works repentance unto salvation. 
Oil, vouchsafe unto me a holy sorrow of 
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heart, a lively faith in Christ, and a sure 
hope of tliy mei'cy through him, that I 
laay, with a pacified conscience, a heliev- 
ing and penitent, and a grateful and 
thankful spirit, go to partake of the me- 
morials of his death. Hear me fur liis 
name's sake. Amen. 



DEYOTTOfiTAL POETRY. 



A HYMN OF PRAISE. 

[MonlgomMT. 
God, thou art my God ulone, 

Early to tliee my Boul Elml! ciy, 
A pilgrim in a land unknown, 

A thirsty land whose springs are dry, 

Oh, that it were as it hnth lieen, 
"When, praying iu the holy place. 

Thy power and glory I have seen, 

And marked the footsteps of thy grace 

Yet, through this i-ough and thorny maze, 
I follow hard on thee, my God; 

Thine hnnJ, unseen, upholds my witj's, 
I safsiy trend where Ihou hast trod. 
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Thee, in the watches of the night, 

Will I remember on my bed ; 
Thy iireaence makes the darknesE? hght, 

Thj guardiao wings are raanii my head. 

Better than life itself thy bve, 

Dearer Chan all beside to rao ; 
For whom have I in heaven above, 

Or what aa earth compared with Thee ? 

Pi'iiise with, my heart, my mind, my voice, 
Will I for all tliy mercies give ; 

My soul shal) still in God rejoice, 

My tongue shall bless thee whilst I live. 

THE ETERNITY OF GOD. 

[E0W3. 

TiioiJ didst, O Mighty God, exist 

Ei'e time began its race ; 
Before the ample i 

Filled up the voids oi 



Bcfuri) the pondercius earthly globe 

Iq fluid air was stayed; 
Before the ocean's mighly spvinga 

Theii' liquid stores diaplayeil. 

Ere men adored, or angels knew, 
Or praised thy wondrous uame ; 

Tiiy bliss, O sacred Spring of life 
And giory were the same. 

And when the pillars of the world, 

With sudden ruin, bveal; ; 
And all this vast and goodly frame 

Sinks in the mighty wrocb : 

When fri)m her oib the moon shall st: 
Tlie (istoiiishod sun roll baok ; 

"Wliile all the trembling starry lamps 
Their cucient course Ibrsalte ; 



Unclinnged, in everlaating years. 
Shall thy eKiatence bo. 



GOD EyERYWIIERE. 

[Am„Sm 
Above — below — where'er I gaze, 

Thy guiding finger, Lord, I view, 
Traced in the midnighC planets' blaze, 

Or glistening in the morning dew ; 
Whate'er is beautiful or fair, 
Tb but thioo own reQection there. 

I hear thee iu the stenny wjiul, 

That turns the ocean-wave to foam ; 

Nor less thy wondrous power I find, 
When summer aira around me roam 
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The temjieat and tbo calm ilBckro 
Thyself, ^for thou art everywhere. 

I find thee ixi the noon of night, 
And read thy n^me in every star, 

That drinks its splendor frojn the light 
That flows from mercy's beaming car : 

Thy footstool, Lord, each etaiTy gem 

CoiiiposeH — not thy diadem. 

And when the radiant orb of light 

Ilath tipped the mountain-tops with g( 

Smote with the blaze my weary eight 
Shrinlis from tbe wonders I behold ; 

That ray of glory bright and fau", 

Is but thy living shadow there. 

Thine is the silent noon of liighl', 
The twilight eve— the dewy uiorn : 

"Whate'er is beautiful and bright. 

Thine hands have fashioned to adorn ; 



Thy gii;ry walks in everj 
And all things whisper, ' 



THE BIBI.E OUR ONLY TKUE 
GUIDE. 

[Moiitgomorj. 
Whai' ia rtie world ? — a wildering maze, 
Whevo siu iwth tracked ten thousand ways, 

Her vicUina to ensnare ; 
All broiid, and winding, nnd aslope, 
All temiiring witli perfidious hope. 

All ending in despair. 

Millions of pilgrims throng those roads, 
Btforiiig their birahles or their loads 

Dnwn to etftrnal night ; 
One oaly path that never bends, 
NaiTow, and rough, and sleep, ascends 

Prom darkness into light 



la there no guide to show tlliit piith ? 
The Bible !— He nlone who hath 

The Bible need not sti'ay ; 
But he who hath and will not give 
That light of life to all thet live, 

Hiraaelf shall lose tl:e way. 



THE THREE MOUNTAINS. 

[Monlsomerj. 
When on Sinai's top I Eue 
God descend in Majesty, 
To proclnim his holy law, 
All my spirit sinks with awe. 

When in ecslacy sublime. 
Tabor's gloi'ious height I climb, 
la the too transporting light, 
Darkness rushes o'er my sight. 



When OTi Calvary I r< 
Gild in lloeli made ma 
Shines in my Redeemer's face. 
Full of beiiuty, tniOi, and grace 






H, 



Etay, 



I would for 
Waep aud gaze my soul a" 
Thou art, lieaven on earth 
Lovely, mournful Calvaiy. 



FAITH. 

Faith, like iin unsuspecting child. 
Serenely testing on ita mother's arm, 
Repoaing orei-y care upon her God, 
Sleeps on his bosom, and expects no harm. 

Receives with joy the pi'omise hn makes, 
Nor qui!9tio[ia nf liis purpose or his power ; 
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She doee no 


doubting osli, "Ck 


ilhisbeao?" 


The Lord haa stud it, and th 


re iieeda no 


However de 


ep be tiie myste.no 


js \yord, 


However dork, she disbelieves 


tnot; 


Where Reason would examine 


Faith obeya. 


And"It ia 


vrittou," answers eveiT doubt. 


In vfiiii wlfh 


rude and ovenvhrt 


Tiing force 


Conscience 


epoatshertnlecfi 


niseiy ; 


And powers 


ioferna!, wakeful to destroy 


Urge the w 


rn spirit to deapair 


and die. 


As pvening' 


pale and solitiiiy i 


^r 


But brighte 


s while the dur 


.less gathers 


round, 






So Faith, unmoved amidst suiTo 


Tiding atorma, 




n in dorkness mos 


profound. 



Hope setatlie stamp of vanity on ali 

Thaf men have deemed aabatantinl since the 

fall; 
Yet has the wondrous virtue to eduoo 
From emptiness itself a real use ; 
And while she takes, hs at a father's hand, 
What health and sober appetite demand, 
From fading good derives, with chemic nrt, 
That lasting happiness, a thankful heart. 
Hope with uplifted foot, set free from earth. 
Pants for the place of her elherial birth. 
On steady wings sails through tii' immense 

Plucks amaranthine jays from bowers of bliss, 
And crowns the soulwhile yet a mourner here, 
With, wreaths like those triumphant spirits 

Hope, ns an anchor, firai and sui'e, holds fast 



icl deliea the blast. 



him puve. 



e Cliristiiiii 
Hope ! notliing else can noui 

1 new-born I'iitiies, Bud pr 
Hope! let the wretch, once 

Whom now deapah'ing agonies destroy, 
Speak, fur he can, and none ao well hs he 
What treasures centre, what delights in thee. 
Had he the gema, the spices and the land. 
That boaats the treasure, all at his command ; 
The fragrant grove, th' inestimable mine, 
Were tight, when weighed agajnat one emile 
of thine. 



THE BELIEVER'S SAFETY. 

[Newton. 
That man no guard nor weapon needs. 

Whose heart the blood of Jesus knows ; 
But safe may pnsa, if duty leads, 

Through burning san 
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Released from guilt, he feels no futir ; 

Redemption ia his shield and tower ; 
He sees his Siiviour always near 

To help ill tivery trying hour. 

Though I ani weak, and Satan strong, 
And often to aasHult me tries ; 

When Jesus ia my shield and song. 
Abashed the wolf befnre me (lies. 

His love possessing, I am bli^et, 

Secure whatever change may come ; 

Whither I go, to yiist or west, 
With him I still shall be at home. 

If placed beneath the norlhern pole, 
Ttiougii wititer reigns with rigor there ; 

HJ8 gracious beams would cheer my soul, 
And make a spring throughout the year. 



Or it" the desert's san-burnt soil 

My lonely dwelling e'er should prove ; 

Hia presence would sypporC my toil, 
Whose smile is life, whose voice is love. 



A SOLEMN LITANY. 

[Ora, 
Saviour '. whea in dust to thee 
Low we bend th' adoring knee, 
WiioLi repeiitiint to tie skies 
Senrce we lift our streaming eyes, — 
Oh, by rU thy paiiia nnd wo, 
Suffei-'d once ibv mini below, 
Bunding from thy throne on high, 
Heai' our solemn litanj ! 



By thy helpiesa infant year 
By thy life of wunt and tea 



By thy diiys of sore distress 
In tlie SHVHge wilderness — 
By the dread, parmitled hour 
Of th' iueulting Tempter's pow't— 
Turn, O turn, a pitying eye, 
Hoar onr golDiiin litany ! 

By the satred griefs that wept 
O'er the grave where LflK'rus elep 
By the boding teara that flow'd 
Over Salem's lov'd abode — 
By the anguished sigh that told 
Treachery Im-k'd within tliy fold — 
From tiy aeat aboi'c the sky, 
Hear our solemn litany 1 

By thine hour of dire despair — 
By libine agony of prayer — 
By tlic cross, tiie nnil, the thorn. 
Piercing speai', and torturing scorn 



By liie gloom that vuiled the ekisi 
O'er the dreadful sacrifice- 
Listen to our humble ciy, 
Hear our solemn iitatiy ! 

By the deep exph'ing gronn — 
By the gad sopulcbral stoue — 
By the vault whose dark abode 
Held iu vaia the rising God— 
Oh, from earth to beaten roator'd 
Mighty, re-nsceaded Lord, 
Listen, listen to the cry 
Of our solomii litany! 



VANITY OF LIFE 

What is life T— a rapid stream. 
Rolling onwiirdto the ochkii. 

What is life ?—n ti^oubled drenra. 
Full of incident imd mntlon. 
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Wbat is life ?— the an-ow's flight, 
That mocka the Ueeneat gazer's eye. 

What is life 7— a gleam of light, 
Dui'tiug through a stormy skj. 

What is life 7 — a varied tale. 
Deeply moving, quickly told. 

What is life?— a vision pale, 
Vanishing while we beliold. 

What is life ]— a smoke, a vapor, 
Swiftly mingling with tlia air. 

What is life ? — a dying taper, 

The spark that gbwa to diaappeai'. 

What is life ? — a flower that blows. 
Nipped by the frost, and quickly dead. 

What is life ] — the fuU-bbwn rose, 
That scorched at noon and withered. 



Such 13 life, — a breath, a span, 

A moment quickly gone from tliee. 

Whiit is lieath ?— Oh ! moi'tul iima ! 
Tliy entrance on eternity. 



LIFE, DEATH, AND ETERITY. 

[Anon. 
A siiADOw mnving by one's side. 

That would a subalance seam, 
That is, yet is not,— though descried — 

Like skies beneatli the stream : 
A tree that's ever in the bloom. 

Whose fruit is never ripe ; 
A wish for joys that never come, — 

Such bii'6 tha liopas of Life. 



A dark, inevitable night ; 

A blank tiiat will remain ; 
A waiting for Iba morning light. 

When waiting is in vain ; 



A gulf where pathway never led 
To show tlie depth beneath ; 

A thing we know not. yet we dread, — 
That dreaded thing 19 Death. 

The vaulted void of purple sky. 

That ever5'wliere extends, 
That stretches from the dazzled oye, 

In s[mce thiit never ends ; 
A morniiig, whose uprisen sun 

No setting e'er shall eee ; 
A daj tliat comes without a noon, — 

Such is Eternity. 



ON PRAYER. 

THROUiiii t'.ie aliius when the tliuiirfer is 
huil'd 

TllB cliili] to it3 piirenE will llee ; 
Thus iim'idat the rebukes of the world, 

1 turn, O my Father, W tliee 1 

III viuti would tUey bid me retire ; 

In vain would they silence my i)rayer ; 
'Tis eye-sight, 'tis life, I require ; 

1 seek to ha snatch'd from despair. 

In this valley of sorrow and strife, 

PriijHr aliidl rise witli niy earliest breath ; 

It shall mis in the business of life, 
And soften the atrugglos of death. 
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ON PRAYER. 
Loud, when we bend before tliy throD 

And our colifesaiong pour, 
Teaoii lis to feel the sins we own, 

And sliuri whnt we liciplwo. 

And penitence impart ; 
And let n lienling my from thee 
Beam hope upon the heart. 

When our respoiiBivo tongues eaaaj 
Their gruteful songs to raise ; 

Grant that our souls may join tlie lay, 
Ami rise to thee in praise. 

"VVlicii WH Jlsclose our wants in prayer 

Jlay we our wills resign ; 
Anii nut a thought our bosom share, 

Wliich is not wliolly thine. 
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Let faith each meek petition fill, 
And waft it to the skies; 

Anii UiDch our hciii'Ls 'tis goodries 
That grants it or denies. 



THE COMPLAINT. 

[H. K. 

If in not tliat my lot ia low, 
That bids th's silent tear to (low ; 
It is not gi'ief tliat bills me monn, 
It is tluit 1 am all alone. 

In woods and glens I love to roam, 
When the tired hedger hies liim lii 
Or by the woodland pool tc rest. 
When pale the star looks on its br< 

Yet when the silent evening sighs 
With hallowed air and sjm]thoi>iea. 



My spirit takes anoiliev tone, 
And siglis that It is e1l alune. 

The autumn leaf ia sear nod dead, 
It floats upon the water's bed ; 
I would not be a leaf to die, 
Witliout vutording soirow's sigh. 

The woods and winds, with suddan wail, 
Tel! all the same unvaried tnle ; 
I've none to emile wheti I am free, 
And, when I sigh, to sigh with me, 

Yet in my dreams a form I view. 
That thinks on me, and loves me too ; 
I start, and when the vision's ilown, 
I weep that I am all ylone. 



KEMONSTEANCE. 



[Coiider. 



BoT art thou thus indeed alone, 
Quite unbefiiended — all unknown ? 
And liaat thou then His love forgot, 
Wlio formed tliy frame, and fixed thy lot? 

Who laid his Son within the grave, 
Thy aoul frnm endless death to save : 
Who gave hie Spirit to console, 
And make thy wounded bosom whole ? 

Beams not with him the Blar so pale T 
Ib there a leaf can fade or die. 
Unnoticed by his watchful eye? 

Each fluttering hope, each anxious fear, 
Each lonely eigh, each silent tear, 
To thine Almighty Friend is knewn, 
And sayest thou, thou art all alone 1 
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FERVENT VOWS AND PETITIONS. 

[Momvisn Hjinn. 
Thee will I love, my strength and tower. 

Thee will I love, my joy and crown; 
Thee will L luve with nil my power, 

In all ray works, and Thee bIoiib ! 
Tbee Will I love, till that pure (iic 
Fill my ivholi? soul with chsate dosira. 

In diirltnasa willingly I struy'd ; 

1 sought Thee, yot from Thee T roved : 
For wide my wandering thoughts were 
epread, 

Thy craniures more than Thee I loved ; 
And now, if more at length I see, 
'Tis through thy light, and comes from Tbee. 

I tlmnk Tiioc, uncreated Sun, 

That thy bright beams on me have sliin'd 
I thank Tiioe, whu hast ovorthrowu 

My i'oea, and healed my wounde d mind; 



I thank Thee, whose enlLvoning voice 
Bids my freed heait in Thee rejoice. 

Give to my eyes refreshing tenrs ; 

Give to my heart chnste, hullow'd firea : 
Give to my soul, with filial feais , 

The iove that all heav'ti'a host inspires 
That nil my powers, with all tbeir might, 
Iii ;!iy sole glory may unite. 



Thee will I love, my Joy, my Cfown ! 

Tlioc will I love, my Lord, my God ! 
Thee will 1 love, though all may frown. 

And thorns and brjtirs perplex uiy rond: 
yea, when my flesh and heart decuy, 
Thee shall I love in endloss day. 



THE POOR MAIL'S PRAYER. 

[J. Conde 
As mutli have I of worldly good 

As e'er my master Iiad, 
I diet on as dainty food, 
And am as richly dad, 
Though plain my gaib, though Eciint mj bou 
As Mary's Son and Nature's Lord, 

The mangar was his infant bed, 
His home the mountain-cave ; 

He had not where to lay his head, 
He borrowed e'en his grave ; 

Earth, yielded him no resting spot, 

Her Maker, but she knew him not. 

As much the world's good-will I share, 

Its favors and applause. 
As He whoBH blessed name I bear, 

Hated without a cause ; 



Dospiaiid, rejected, mocked ljy pride, 
Betray 'd, forsakeD, crucUied. 

Why should I court my Master's foe 7 
Why should I fear its frown ? 

Why should I seek for rest beli.w ? 
Or aigh for brief reaown ? 

A iiilgrim to a better land, 

All hoir of joy at God's right hand. 



HERE AND THERE. 

[ll.m„ 

Here, bliss is short, imperfec 

But total, absolute, nad perfect ihere. 

nt, short our happiei 



T/tere, infinite duration is our date. 

Her^, Satan temjitg. Bail Lioubles e'en the 

best; 
There Satan's power estondg not to the blest; 
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In a weak aimple body, here I dwell ; 
But there I drop this ft'ail and sickly shell. 
jHere, my best thoughts are staioed with guilt 

and fear ; 
But love and pardon shall be perfect there. 
Here, my best duties are defiled with sin; 
There, all la ease without, and peace within. 
Here, feeble fiiith suppliefi my only light ; 
There, faith and hope are swallowed up in 

Here, love of self my feirest works destroys, 
There, love of God shall perfect all my joyfl. 
Here, things, as in a glass, are darkly shown, 
There, I shall know as clearly aa I'm known. 
Frail are the fairest flowers which bloom be- 
low ; 
There, freshest palraa on roots immortal gi'ow. 
Here, wants and cares perplex my anxious 

But spirits there a calm fruition find. 



Here, dlsappointiaciifB my best sekemes des- 
TAerc, those that sowed iii tearE shall reap in 

py- 

Here, vanity is stHoiped on ail below ; 
Perfection, ^jere, on eveiy gooii shall grow. 
Here, my fond heBrt is fastened on some 

friend, 
Whose kindcesa may, whoee life must, have 

But there, no fiiilure can I ever prove, — 
Goii cannot disappoint, fur God is love. 
Here, Christ fur sincers suffered, gi'oaned, and 

bled; 
But there, he reigns the great triumphant 

Head. 
Here, mocked and scourged, ho wore a cto' 

of thorns ; 
A crown of glory there his brow adorns. 
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Here, en'or cloudB the will and dims l.lje 

There, a]! is knowledge, purity and light. 

Here, ao imperfect is this mortal state, 

If blest myself, I monrii some other's fate — ■ 

At every human wo I here repine ; 

The joy of every aaint shall there be mine. 

Here, if 1 lean, the world shall piorctt my 

But lh0'e, that broken reed and I sliail part. 
Here, on no promised good can I depend ; 
But there, the Rock of ages is my friend. 
Here, if some sudden joy delight inspire. 
The dread to lose it damps the rising fire ; 
But tltere, whatever good the soul employ, 
The thought, that 'tis eternal, crowns the 

joy! 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

[Jamea Muntgumsry. 

Flowers, wherefore do ye bloom 7 
—We strew thy pcthway to the tomb. 

Stars, wherefore do ye rise 1 
' — To light thy spirit to the skies. 

O sun, what makes thy beams so bright? 
— The Word that said, — "Let there be light." 

Nature, whence sprang thy glorious flamel 
— My Maker called me, and I camo. 

O Light, thy subtle eeaonce who may know 1 
— Ask not; for all things but myself 1 show. 

Wliftt is yon arch which everywhere I seel 
— The sign of onmipresont Deity. 
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Winds, whence and whither do ye blow 1 
— Thou mast be born again to know. 

Bow in the cloud, %¥hiit token dost thou bear ; 
— That justice still cries " Strike," and mercy 

Biae, glitter, bi'eak ; yet, bubble, tell the 

— To show the counie of all beneath the sky. 
Ocean, what law thy chainlesa waves coii- 

— That which in reason's limits holds thy 
mind. 

Time, whither dost thou flee ? 
— I travel to eternity. 

Eternity, what art thou, — say ? 
day. 
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Ye De.iid, where can youc dwelling bo ? 
— Tlie hiiase for all the livings — corae and 



O life, whfit is tliy bi'oath T 
— ^A vii |)or lost m death. 



O Pciilh, how ends thy strife 1 
—lii everlasting life. 



O Gratfi, where is thy victory? 
^Ask him wtio roso again for thee. 



EETIREMEJST. 

Far from the world, O Lord. I fl 
From strife and dauger far ; 

From acenes where Satan wages 
His rnoat successfial war. 
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The calm retreat, the quiet siiade, 
With pray'r and prsiae agree, 

And seem by thy aweet bouaty mede 
For those whn follow thee. 

There, if thy Spirit touch the soiil, 

And grace her meOD abode, 
Oh, with what joy, and peace, and love, 
s with her God ! 



There, like the nightingale, she poare 

Her solitary kys, 
Nor asks a witness to her song. 

Nor thirats for human praise. 

Author and GtBtrdian of my life, 
Sweel sonrce of light divine '. 

And, all harmonious names la one, 
My Satiour ! — thou art mine ! 



Whnt thnnUs I owe thae, and what praji 

A bound] 689, ecdless store, 
Sbali echo thnragll the renlnis iibo"e, 

When thne ahall be no more. 



RETIREMENT, 



[Cimi 
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Come, escape from the tempests of life, 
Fiom the world to the desert retire ; 

Quit this region of tumult and strife, 
To rekindle f,he heiivenly lire. 

Poor pilgrim ! thy sti-ength must be sought 
In die heart-breathing accents of prayer ; 

In public the battle bo fought, 

But in secret the weapon prepare. 

Oh, rest from tiiy kbore awhile ; 

Go alone, on the mount, with thy Lord; 
Go, bask in the beam of his smile. 

And feed on the wealth of his word. 



WnEK one, thiit holds cominuiiioii with the 
Has filled liis iii-ii where tliuse pui'c waters 
And once more mmglea with U3 meiiner 

'Tis e'er as if an angel shook his wings ; 
Immortal ft-agranca Alls the circuit wide, 
That tells U3 whence his treasures are sop- 
So when the ship, well freighted with the 

The sun mnturea on India's spicy shores, 
Has dropp'd her anelior, and her canvass 

furl'd, 
In some safe haven of our western world, 
'Twore yain inquiry to what port she went. 
The gale informs us, laden with the scent. 



iiog-^c;,GoOqIc 



WALKING WITH GOD. 

Oh, for s closer walk with God, 
A calm and honv'rily fiTime ; 

A ligbt to shine upon the road 
That leads me to the Lamb. 

Where is tbe blessedness I knew 
When first I saw the Lord 1 

Where is the soul-refi'esliing view 
Of .Tesus and hia woi'd 1 

What peaceful hours I once eiyoy'd ! 

How sweet their meni'ij still ! 
But they have left an aching void, 

The world can never fill. 

Return, O holy Dove, return, 

Sweet messenger of rest! 
I hate the sins that made theo mourn. 

And drove thee from my breast. 



The deurest idul I have kiiowu, 

Whate'sr that idol be ; 
Help ma to Lear it fi-iiin thy throne ; 

And worship only thee. 

So shnll my walli be close with GiiJ, 

Ciilra and sersue ray frame ; 
Sn purer light shall raark the road 

That leads rae to the Lamb. 



DAILY DUTIES, DEPENDENCE AND 
ENJOYMENT. 

[Christiau ObseiTer. 

When, streaming from the eastern skies, 
The morning light salutes my eyes, 
O Sun of Righteousness divine. 
On lae, with beams of mercy, shine ; 



Chiise the dark clouJa of guilt away, 
And turn my dai'liiieas into day. 



"Wh 
My 
And 
Ask n 
Then, 
And t 



>] Heaven's great and glorious King, 
;ning sacrifice I bring, 

;r my guilt and shame, 
I'cy in niy Saviour's name, 
ESus, sprinkle with thy blood, 
my adyccate with God. 



As every day thy mercy spares, 
Will bring it3 trials and its cai'es, 
O Saviour, till my life sliall eod, 
Be thou my counsellor and friend ; 
Teach me thy precepts, all divine. 
And be thy great example mine. 



When pain tranafises eveiy part. 
And languor settles at the heart ; 
When, on my bed, diseased, oppvof 
I turn, and sigh, and long for rest ; 



O gteaC Physician ! see my gi'ief, 
And grant thy servtmt sweet tehef. 

Should Poverty's consuming blow, 
Liiy all my woi'ldly comforts low, 
And neither h«lp nor hope appear. 
My steps to guide, wy heart to cheer ; 
Lord ! pity and supply my need, 
For tliou on earth, wtist poor indeed. 

Should Providence profusely pour 
Its various blessings in my stare, 
O keep rae from tlie ills, that wait 
On such a seeming prosperous state : 
From hurtful passions set^me free, 
And humbly may I walk with thee. 

Wben eagh (3tiy's scones and labors eloie, 
And wearied nature eeeka repose, 
With pardoning mercy richly blest. 
Guard me, my Saviour, while I rest : 



ADd, as each morning suo shall rise, 
O lead me onward to the ekiea. 

And, af mj life's lost setting sun. 
My conflicts o'er, mj labors done ; 
Jesus, thine heavenly radiance shed. 
To cheer and bless my dying bed. 
And from death's gloom my spirit raise; 
" To see thy face, and aing thy praise." 



THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. 

[Hi 

linlaHTEgT and beet of tbo sons of the i 



md lend ua thins 



Star of the east the Jiorizou adorning, 

Guide where our iuliint Redeemer is laid. 
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Cold on Ilia cvadle the dow-drops are shining, 
Low lies hiB bed with the beasts of tJie 
stall; 

Angels adore him in slumber reclining, 
Maker, and Monarch, and Saviour of all. 

Say, shiill we yield him, in costly devotion, 

Odors of Eden, and offerings divine, 
Gems of the mountain, and pearls of the 

Myrrh from tlie forest, ^nd gold fi-ora the 



Vainly we oti'fii' each flinple oblation ; 

Vmnly with gold would his favoi' secure ; 
Richer hy fur is the heart's adoration, 

Dearer to God are the prayers of tlie poor 1 
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Brightest aod best of the 


sons of the ioorii- 


Dawn on ou 


darkness, and leud ua thine 


aid! 






StHi-of Ihoenstthehoriz 


ou adorning, 


Guide where 


our Main Redeemer is kid. 


LIVING TO 


CHRIST. 






[JtoravUn Hji.ra. 


O DRAW me 


Saviour, 


aflier Thee, 


So shall I 


ran and n 


ver tii-e 


With gi-acioi 


18 woi-da still comfort me : 


Be Thou, 


my hope, 


my sole desire 


Free me fro 


n evei7 n 


eight: nor fear 


Nor sill can 


come, if Thouarthore. 



In Buffering be thy love my peaoo, 
In weHkness be thy love my power : 

And when the storms of life shall cease 
Jasua, in that important hour, 

In death, »s life, be thou my guide, 

A,nd save me, wlio for me hast died ! 



FORSiKING ALL FOR CHRIST. 

[Oriiui. 
Jesus, I my cross have tuken, 

All to leave, and follow thee ; 
Naked, poor, despis'd, forsaken, 

Thou, ft'om hence, my all shall be ; 
PerisVi every fond ambition. 

All I've sought, or hop'd, or known. 



Yet how rich is my condition, 
God and heaven are still my o' 



Let the wotld despise and leave inn ; 

Tliey have left my Saviour too : 
Humnii hearts and looks deceive me, 

Thou art not, like them, untme ; 
And whilst thou slinlt smile upon me, 

God of wisdom, love, and might, 
Foes may bate, and friends may scorn mo, 

Show thy face, and all is bright. 

Go, Ihen, earthly fame and treasure. 
Come disaster, scorn, and pain. 

In thy service pain ia pleasure, 
With thy favor loss is gain. 

I have ctiird thee Abba, Father, 
1 have set my heait on thee. 

Storms may howl, and clouds rany gather. 

All must work for good to me. 



Man may trouble a 
'Twill but drive i 



Life with tiliils hard may presa ma, 
Heaven will bring me sweeter rest. 

Oh ! 'tis Dot in grief to harm me, 
While thy love ia left to rae ; 

Oh ! 'twere not ia joy to charm me ; 
Were Ihiit joy umnix'd with. Lheo. 

Soul, then know thy full salvation, 

E-isB o'er sin, and fear, and care, 
Joy to find in eveiy station 

Sonietliing atill to do or bear ; 
Think wliiit Spirit dwells within thee ; 

Think what Father's smiles are thine-, 
Think that Jesns died to win thee ; 

Chiid of heaven canst tliou repine ? 

Haste thee on from gi'aee to glory, 
Arm'd l>y faith, end wing'd by prayer; 

Heaven'a eternal days before thee, 

God'a own hand ahall guide thee Hiere. 



Soon shall close thy enrthly inissior 
Soou shall pass thy pilgi'im days ; 

Hope shall change to giad fi'uition, 
Faith to sight, and prayer to pi'Eii 



MEDITATING ON" THE CROSS. 
Sweet the moments, lich in blessing 

Which hefore the cross 1 spend ; 
Life, !ind health, and peace possessing 

From the sinner'a dying Ftiend, 
Here I'll sit foi' ever viewing, 

Mercy's streams in streams of blood 
Precious drops my soul hcdewiiig, 

Plead and calm my pe.ico with Giid. 

Truly blessed is this station, 

Low before his ciTias to lie, 
While I see divine compassion 

Floating in his languid eye ; 
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Here it is I find my lionven, 
While upon the Liimb I gaze, 

Love I much ? — I've much forguLteii, 
I'm a miracle of grace. 

Love and grief my heart dividing. 

With ray tears his feet I'll bathe, 
Coiistftnt Btill in faith abiding, 

Life deriving trom his death; 
May 1 stiil enjoy this feeling. 

In all need to Jeeas go ; 
Pi'uve his wounds each day more lioul 

And liimsylf more deeply know. 



A SACRAMENTAL HYMN. 
Bread of heaven !— on thee I had. 
For thy flash ig meat indeed ; 
Ever may my aoul be fed 
With this true and living bread ; 



Diiy hj day with strength supplied, 
Through the life of him who died. 

VjiKi iif heaviiu ! — thy blood supplies 
This blest cu|) of sacrilice. 
'Tis thy woun<Js my healing give : 
To tiiy cross I loolt, and live. 
Tliou, my life ! Oh ! let me tie 
Rooted, grafted, built on thee I 



Tiliy DO IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
ME. 



If liHiiiaii kindness meets return, 
And owns the grateful tie ; 

If tender thoughts within ns bun 
To feel a friend is nigh ; 



oil, shall Rtit warmer accents tell 

Tim gratitude we owe 
To Him wlio died, oui' foai-s to quell, 

Our more than orphan's wo 1 

While yet his anguish'd soul sui'vey'tl 

Whose pnoga he would not flee; 
What love his !nteet woi'ds display'd — ■ 

" Meet and remember me !" 
Jleincimiier Tbee t — -thy death, tliy shaii 

Our sinful hearts to share : 
Oh, memory, leave no other name 

But Hia recorded there I 



COaiFORT IN AFFLICTIONS". 
Oh, thou who diy'st iho mourner's teiir, 
How dark this world woul<l be, 
If, when deceiv'd and wounded here, 
We could Hot fly to thee 1 



The friends who in our sunshine livi 
When .winter comes, are flown : 
And he wlio has but tears to give, 
Must weep those teai's alone ; 

It thou wilt heal that broli«ii heart, 
Which, hke tlie plautfl that throw 
Their fi'agranoe from the wounded p 
Bi'eathes S' 



When joy no longer soothes or cheers, 
And e'en the hope tliat threw 

Is dimm'd and vanish'd too ! 

Oh, who could bear life's stormy doom, 

not thy wing of love 
Curae brightly wafting through the gloo 
One Peace-Branch from above '. 
Then sorrow, touched by thee, grows I 
With more than mpture's ray ; 

s darkness shows us worlds of light 

l''e never saw by Jtiy. 
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COMFORT USDER AFFLICTION. 

When gntheriog clouda around I view, 
And days are dsl'k, and friends nee few, 
On Him I lean, wlio not in vain 
Expe lie need every human pain. 
He sees my gfiefs, allays my fears, 
And counts and treasures up my teura. 

If auglit should tempt my soul to sti'ay 
From henvenly wisdom's narrow way ; 
To fly the good I would pursue. 
Or do the thing I would not do ; 
Still He, who felt temptntion's power, 
Shall guoi'd me in that dangerous hour. 

If wounded love my bosom swell, 
Daspiaed by those I prized too well; 
He shall hia pitying aid bestow, 
"Who felt on earth severer wo ; 



At unee betrayed, denied, or fled, 
By those who slinred his dsily bi'end. 

Whan vexing thoiigiits witliio me rise, 
And, sore dismayed, my spirit dies; 
yot He who did vouchsafe to benr 
The sickening anguish of despair, 
Slinll sweetly soothe, shall gently di-y, 
The throbbing heai'C, tile Btreaming eye. 

When mourning o'er some stone 1 bend, 
Which covers all that was a friend ; 
And fram his voice, his hand, his smile. 
Divides me for a little while ; 
Thou, Saviour, miu'k'st th.e teai's I Bliad, 
For thi)u didst weep o'er Lnzarua dead. 

And O ! wben I have safi)ly jiassed 
Through every conflict but the last ; 
Still, still unchanging, watch beside 
My painful bed— for tiiou hast died ; 
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Then point to realms of cloudless dny, 
And wipe the latest tear away. 



RESIGNATION. 

[Edmeslon. 
Oh, thou whose mercy guides my way, 

Forbid my unbelief to say, 
Thtre is no mercy liere I 

Oh, grant me to desire the paio 
That comes in kindness down, 

More than the world's aupremest gBin 
Succeeded by n frown. 

Then, though thou bend my spirit low, 

Love only shall I see ; 
The vei'y linnd that stiilies the blow 

Was woiiLded once for me. 



RESIGXATION TO PROVIDENCE. 

[IMrwlQ. 

The Lord ; iww tender is his love, 

His justice, how august ; 
Hence fill her fenvs my son) [lerives, 

There ancliora nil her trust. 

He aliowers the manna from above, 

To feed the barren waste ; 
Or points with death the rushing hail, 

A.nd famine waits the blast. 

He bids disti'ess forget to groan, 
The sick from angoiah cease ; 

In dungeons B[]read8 his healing wing. 
And softly whispers — -peace. 

Hie vengeance rides the I'tishing wind 

Or tips the bole with flame : 
His goodness breathos in every breeze, 

And warms in every beam. 



For me, Lord! wlititevev lot 
The hours commissioned bting ; 

If (ill ray withering blessings die, 
Or fiiirer clusters Epring ; 

Oh I grant that Bljll with gi'aCefol henr 
Jly years resigaed may run ; 

'Tia thine to give, or to resume ; 
And may thy will be done ! 



THE COVENANTERS' COMMUNION. 

When tiia orb of morn enlighteng 

Hill and mountain, mead and dell ; 
Wlien the dim hoi'izon brightens. 

And the sen-led clouds dispel ; 
And the sun-flower eastward bending, 

Its fidelity to prove : — 
Be tliy gratitude ascending 

Unto him whose name is Lovo. 



When tlie vesper-stai' is beaming 

III the coronet of even ; 
And the lake and rivec gloaming 

With the ruddy hues of heaven ; 
When a thousand not«B are blending 

In the forest and the grove ;^ 
Be thy gratitude ascending 

Unto him whose name is Love. 

When the stars appear in milliona, 

In the portaJa of the west, 
Bespangling the pavilions 

Where the blessed are at rest; 
When the milky-way is glowing 

In the cope of heaven above ; — 
Let thy gratitude be flawing 

Unto him whose name iB Love. 
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COMMUNION WITH CHRIST. 


[Noel. 


WiiE_N in the hours of lonely wo, 


I give my aorrowa leave to flow ; 


And aJixious feav and dark distrust 


Weigh down my spirit to the dust: 


Wiien not e'en ftiendship's gentle aid 


Can heal the wounda the world hng made, 


Oh, this sSial! check each rising sigh,^ 


That Jesus is forever nigh. 


Hia counsels and upholding care 


My safely and my comfort are ; 


And he shall guide me all ray days. 


Till glory crown the work of gi'ace. 


JeSH9, in wliotn but thee above 


Can I repose my trust, my love 7 



And shall an enrliiy object be 
Lov'd in comparison with thee ? 

My fleah is hastening to deciiy, 

Soon shall the world have pass'd away ; 

And what can mortal frieods avtiil, 

When hem'E, and strength, and life shall fail? 

But oh, be thou my Saviour nigh, 
And I will triumph while I die ! 
My strength, my portion is divine, 
And Jesus ia for ever mine ! 



SEPARATION. 



When forced to part fram those we love, 



We still a pung of anguish prove, 
And feel a touch of sorrow. 



= 14 P»„.,. „v.,,o 





i5ut who cao painC the briny ten 


Wr 3lied when thus we sever 




If forced to part, for months, for 


ypais, 


To parl^— perhaps /or ever • 




ANSWER 






[nudley. 


But if our thoughts are fixed ar 


gilt, 


A clieaving hope is given, 




Though here our prospects end i 


Bight, 


We rawX again in heaven. 




Yes, if our souls are raised abov 




'Tis sweet when thus we eeve 




Since parting in a Saviour's love 




We part to meet for ever! 
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WHAT IS LIFE ? 




[H. G. R. 


I ASKED a man of 


oii-ow and of tears, 


Whoae looks told « 




than years ; 




He mused awhile. 


and then distinctly said. 


■' Life is burden— \ 


ould that I were dead." 


I asked a Ctoistian 


vijIio had early strayed 


From virtue 'a path 


s ; this was tho answer 


made— 




"Life is a precious 


boon to mortals given, 


Which, if well so 


eiit, w-iil be renewed in 


heaven." 




1 asked a youth, whose cheeifulness of mien 


Bespoke him happy in this Active scene ; 


He told rae 'twas ■ 


a poet's golden dream ;" 


A(.d leaving me, 


iished forward with the 
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316 PUIYATE DEVOTIOK. 

I questioned age ; it lieaved a heavy aigli, 
Expressing volumes; ibis was Its i'e|>ly— 
" Lil'a is at best but a terapestuoua sea, 
That fast rolls onward to eternity." 

1 naUaJ myself, a voice appeared to any— 
" Beware you value it while yet you may ; 
'Tis a rich gift thy God beatowed on tiiee ; 
Abuae it not — 'twere better not to be," 



WHAT IS TIME? 

Wrinkled, and curved, and white with hoary 

"Time is the warp of hie," he said, "O tfill 
The young, the fair, the gay to weave it 
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I asked the ancient 


venerable dead, 




Sages who wioto, and warriors who bled ; 


From tlie cold grave 


a hollow murmar flowed, | 


"Time sowed the 


seeds WB retip in 


this 


abode !" 






1 asked a dying sinn 


er, ere the stroke 




Of luthleaa deatli 


ife's " golden bowl had [ 


bmke ;■■ 






I asked him, Wha 


is time? "Time 


'he 


r6[ilLed, 






"I've lost it. All the treasure!" and he 


ied! 


I asked the golden s 


un and silver sphere 




Those bright chro 


ometors of days 


and 


yeai-s; 






They answered, ' 


Timo is but a me 


eor. 


gUire," 






And bade me for ete 


riiity prepare. 





Google 



I naked the seasons, in their annual round 
Which beautify, or desolate tile ground ; 
And they replied, (no oracle more wise,) 
" 'Tie folly's blank, and wisdom's highest 



I asked a spii'il; lost, but, O the sliriek 
That pierced ray soul ! I shudder while I 

gpeak ! 
It cried, " A jiarticU '. a s'pedt '. a mite 
Of endless j'eai's, duration infinite !" 

Of tilings inanimate, my dial I 
Consulted, and it made me this reply, 
" Time is the bbbsou fair of living well, 
The path to glui-y, or the path to hell." 

I asked my Biiile, and methinlis it said, 
" Tkine ia the present hour the past is fled ; 
Live I live to-day! io-niorroui never yet. 
On any liumau being, rose or set !" 



I asked old father Time himself at last ; 

; in ft moment lie flew Bwlt'tly past ; 

Hie chiuiut was s. cloud, the viewless wind 

His nolsless steeds, that left no trace behind. 

I asked the iniglity angel, who shall stand, 
One foot on sea, and one on solid land : 
"By heaven's gi'eat King, I swear the mys- 

Time v!as," ho cried, — " but time shall bo no 



TO-MORROW. Proverbs xxvii. 2. 
[Kno: 
To-MORBOK !— miii'tal, boast not Ihou 
Of time and tide that are not now ! 
But tbink, in one revolving day 
How eaithly things may pass away! 
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320 PRIVATE DEVOTION. 

To-diiy — while hearts with rapture spriDg, 
The youth to heauty'3 lip may cling; 

■mjrrow — and that lip of bliss 
May sleep uacanscioua of his kiss. 



To-day^the blooming spouse may press 
Her husband in ii fond ciiross ; 

■morrow— and tho hands that pressed 
May wildly strike hervtidowed breast. 

To-day — tha cl»sping hnbo may drain 
The milk-stream from its mother's vein ; 



To-day — thy nieiry heart may feast 
On herb and fruit, and bird and beast ; 
To-morrow— spite of all thy glee, 
The hungry woi ms may feast on thee. 



To-morrow ! — moitnl, boast not thou 
Of time and tide that are not now i 
But thiuk, in one revolving day 
Tliat e'en thjaeif may'st pasa away. 



HOPE IK THE RESUURECTION. 

[H. K. WhLW. 

Thb-ough sorrow's aigbt, and danger's palJi 

Amid the deepening gloom, 
We soldiers of an injured King 

Are marching to the tomb. 

There, wtien tlie turmoil is no more, 

And all our powers decay, 
Our cold remains in solitude 

Shall sleep tho years away. 



Our Inbors done, eecurely laid 

In thia our Inat retreat, 
Unheeded o'er our mlant duat 

The storms of life she\\ beat. 

Yet not thus lifeless, thus inane. 

The vital spark shall lie. 
For o'er Ufa's wreck that apnrk shal! li 

To soek its kindred sky. 

Tbese ashes too, this little dust, 
Oui' Father's care shall keep, 

Till the last angel rise and break 
The !ong and dreai-y sleep. 

Then love's soft dew o'er every eye, 
Shall shed its mildest rays, 

And the long silent dust shall burst 
With shouts of endless praise. 



KESUEUECTION. 

[Anon. 
OtiK. life how short ! a groan, a sigh ; 
We live— and then begin to die : 
But oh ! how greiit a mercy this, 
That death's a. portal into bliss ! 

My soul 1 death swallows up thy fears 
My gnive-ciotheB wi way all tears ; 
Why should we fear this parting pain. 
Who die, tliat we nmy live ftgain- 



STEADY PURSUIT OF HEAVEN. 

[Moure. 
The dove let loose in eastern skies. 

Returning fondly home, 
Ne'er stoops to eartii her wing, nor flies 

Where idler warblers roam ; 



But hiyh she ehootB througli air and ligiit, 

Above nil low delay. 
Wlifi-e nothing earthly bonnds her Right, 

Noi' siiadow dima her way. 

So grant rae, Lord ! from every etain, 

Of sinful passion free, 
Aloft, through virtue's purer air, 

To steer my course ta thee ! 

!No sin to cIouJ, no lure to stay. 
My soul, as home she springs. 

Thy sunshine on her joyful way. 
Thy freedom on her wings. 



hi;ave:>t. 



[!towriii 



Thf golden pnlace of my God 

Towering uliovo the clouds I aco, 
Beyond the chei-ub'3 bright abiide, 

Higher thiin angela' thouglita can be : 
How cun I in thoae courts appear, 

Without a wedding-garment on 1 
Conduct me, thou life-giver, rlJHi'i!, 

Conduct me to thy glorioua throne ; 
And clothe me witli thy robea of hght, 
And lead me through sln'a dai'ksome night. 
My Saviour and my God. 



THE HEAVENLY KEST. 



an hour of pi^iicefnl ri 
irning wandereia giver 



There is a joy far si 
A balm fur every wounded breast — 
'Tis found above — ia heaven. 



There ia a soft, a downy bed, 


'Tia fair na breath of even, 


A couch for weary mortals eprpad. 


Where thoy may rest the aching he 


And find repose, in heaven 1 


There ia a home for weary aoule, 


By siti and sorrow di'iveii ; 


"When tossed on life's tempestuoua sh 


Where stoi-ras arise, and ocean rolls, 


And all is drear but heaven ! 



There faith iifta up her cheerful eye 

To brighter prospects given ; 
And views the tempest passing by, 
The evening shaJowa quickly fly 
And all serene in heaven ! 



There fragrant flowers, immortal bloom, 
And joys supreme are given ; 

There rnys divine disperse the gloora; 

Beyond the confines of the toiiib, 
Appeitra the dawn of heaven. 



THE HEAVENLY SABBATH. 

[Doddrids 
Lord of the Sabbath, hear our sows. 
On tliis tliy day, in this thine house ; 
And own, as grateful sacriiice, 
The songs which from the desert rise. 

Thine earthly Sabbaths, Lord, we love ; 
But there's a nobler rest above ; 
To that our laboring soula aspire. 
With ardent hope and strong desire. 



No more fntigue, no more disttess, 
Nor ail], nor death, shal! re!ich tliat plac 
No teni-3 slinll iniiiglR with the songs 
That wai'ble from immortal tongues. 

No iTide ftlm-ms of raging foes. 
No cai'es to break the long repose. 
No midnight shade, no clouded sun — 
Bat sacred, higli, eternal noon. 

O long expected day, begin ; 
Dawn on these reajraa of wo and sin 
Fain would we leave this weary road 
And sleep in deiith to rest with God. 



THE HEAVENLY TEMPLE. 



Whekh high the heavenly temple stands, 
The house of God not made with hands. 



A grtittt High Priest our iiatm*e 
The guardian of mankind appeo 



He who for ii 
And pour'd oi 



Bn their aurely stood, 
earth his precious blood, 
iven hia miglity plan, 
□d the fiiend of man. 



Though now ascended up on liigh. 
He bends on earth a brother's eye ; 
Pactakei- of the human name, 
He knows the frailty of our frame. 

Our fiilluw-suff 'rer yet retains 
A fellow-feeling of our pains, 
And still remembei-a in tiie sitids, 
Hia tiiars, his agonies, and cries. 

In eveiy pang that renda the heart, 
The Man of sorrows had a part ; 



He sympatliizea with our grief, 
And to the suff'rer Bends relief 

With boldness, therefore, at the thvov 
Let ug make all our sorrows known, 
And nsU the aida of heavenly power, 
To help us in the evil hour. 



THE DAY AFTER -TU.DGMEST. 

The days and years of lime are fled, 
Sun, moon, and stars have sbone their lat 

The earth and sea gave up their dead, 
Then vanished at the archangel's blast ; 

All secret things have been revealed. 

Judgment iff past, the sentence sealed, 

And man to all eternity 

What he is now henceforth must bi^, 



From Adum to bis youngest lieii 



Kotoi 



d that ir 



Each, aa if he alone were thefe, 

Stood up, and won or lost hia soul ; 
These from the Judge's presence go 
Down into everlasting wo ; 
Vengeance hath barred Ihe gates of hell, 
The scenes within no tongue can tell. 

But lo ! far off the righteous pass 

To gloiy from the King's right hand ; 
[n silence, on the sea of glass. 

Heaven's numbers without number stand. 
While iie who bore the crass lays down 
His priestly robe and victor-crown ; 
The mediatorial reign complete, 
All things are put beneath his feet. 



Then every eye in Him shall se 
(While thrones and powers 
fall,) 
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The fulnes 


.,V.T. ..VOT.OX. 


s of the Deity. 


Wlioce God himself is aU id ail : | 


how ete 


.iity ahall ring 


While the 


ii-at note the ransomed sing 1 


While ill thHt strain all voices blend, | 


Wliich one 


cbogim shall never end. 


In diat unutterable song, 


Shall I e 


mploy immortal breath 1 


Or witb the wiol;ed borne along, 


For ever 


die, the " second dectli T" 


Jeans, my 


ife, my light thou art ; 


Thy word 


a in my mouth, my heart ; 


Lord, I bp| 


eve,— my spirit save 


From 8ir,Ui 


^ lower than the grave. 




ON TIME. 




[SellQck Oil-orna. 


MovKD by 


a sti-f.nge mysterious powei', 


That hastL- 


along the rapid hour, 



I touch the deep-toned string; 
Even now I saw his withered face 
Beneath yon tower's raouidering base, 

Where mossy vestments cling. 

Dark rolled his cheerless eye wound, 
Severe his grisly visage frowned, 

No locks his head arrayed; 
He grasped a hero's antique bust; 
The marble crumbled into dust, 

And sunk amidst the shiide ! 

Malignant ti'iumph filled his eyes ; 
"See, hapless mortals, see," he cries, 

" Hqw vain your idle schemes. 
Beneath my grasp, the fairest form 
Dissolves and mingles with the worm ; 

Thus vanish mortal dreams. 

" The works of God and man I spoil ; 
The noblest proof of human U>'i\ 
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I treat as childish toys — 
I crush the sinble and the brave ; 
Beauly I mar, anil in the grave 

I bury hanian joys." 

' Hold 1 ruthliiss pbantom, hold ! ' I criei 
If thou canft mock the dreams of pride, 

And meaner hopes devour — 
Virtue, bejoiid thy reach shall bloom, 
When other ctarnia sink lo the tomb. 

She scorns thy envious power. 

On frosty wings the demon fled. 
Howling, as o'er the wall ho sped, 

" Another year is gone !" 
The ruined spire — the crumbling tower, 
Nodding obeyed his awfiil power. 

As TIME r.ew swiftly on. 

Since beauty then to time must bow, 
And age delin'iri the fairest brow, 



Let brighter chnrma be yours— 
The female mind, embalmed in tvulh, 
Shall bloom in everlasting youlh, 

While Time himself endines. 



FALLS OF NIAGi*.RA,* 

Beyond the deep Atlantic waves, 
These fair but faded flowerets gruw ; 
Where dread Niagara falls and raves, 
They sipped the pearls of moriiiiig dev 
The parent root that gave them bhth, 
Still beiiutifies the distant earth ! 

• NoTK^In May 1828, when the Hev. Wm. Pa 



'Tia spring ! and many a lovely (low 
CluBteiing around that root appears, 
Eacli nurtured by a gsDtle ahower 
Of the deep torrent'a rainbow teara ; 
And eaeli rewarding the wild bee 
With nectar for his rainsRrelay. 



Sweet flowers! Howgloriouawas your home! 
Where, startlingeariA'sdeepoavea with fright, 
And shaking heaven's eternal dome, 
Gigantic cataracts day and night, 
Adown the steep, with thundering whirl. 
Their endless lightning waters hurl ! 

Built by the golden buu by day. 
And by the silvery moon by night, 
la seen, amidst the torrent's spray, 
An eTerlasting rainbow's light ; 
Serene above the cataract's rage. 
Cheering the storm it can't assuage ! 



But whilo her hues iJiege flowers I'ecall, 
With nil the wonders of theii- clime. 
Mortal ! hear'at tbou not the " fall " 
Of the dark rolling sti'enm of " time " 
Into a deep eternity ? 
Is mei-cy's bow tliere spread for time 1 



SONG OF A CHILD OS" HEARING 
THE WIND BLOW. 



I LOVE to listen when winds blow high, 


And heav the raiis 


c of the sky, 


Bocauae, I think ' 


s the angel's song, 


That sounds whe 


n the fleet wind sweeps 


along. 




Swift as they ride 


on the cars of tloud. 


Hark, how they s 


ng to their fellows aloud ! 



:i:js 



Wo catcli nut Ihe woi'ds, but Ihu BwfieC notes 

Duwn hei'e ; and thie music I love so well, 
Sounds lihe the distant notes of the lay, 
Borne by the gentle breeze away, 
When tke earthly good, from tiieir humbla 

abode. 
Send lip theli- euariing pvidse to God. 

Now with awe their voices are still, 
Now there's a sound so sweat and shrill. 
It must be ftn infant siich as I, 
But lately a tenant of the sky. 
Trying Che powers of his little voice. 
While the rest hII listen— now, now they re- 

joice. 
And join with him in the praise of God, 
Who washed his young spirit in Jeaus' 

And took hiiu away fram mortal aorvow. 



Before his little heart was riven, 

For a bright long dny without a morrow, 

To umts witli lliem in the songa of heaven. 

1 wish, that his mother, who weeps for him, 
Could hour the Bound of Ms joyful hymn, 
And see how hnppy her child is there 
In those blue regions, so soft and fair ; 
I'm sura she'd never weop agHin, 
If she could hear that heavenly fiti'ain. 

Mother ! if I should over go, 
Where the angels iiro sitting so, 
TU sing 80 loud, that the winds shall bear 
My vnlce on their wings to my mother's ear; 
And I'll tell you not to weep for me, 
For Mary is happy as she can be ; 
And I'll pray the Hlgliost to send for you. 
And when you have done wllHt He's given 
you to do. 



Oh then, my mother, you Bhnl! come, 
Happy and glad to yoiif daughter's home. 



THERE IS A WOllLT) WE llkVE 

NOT SEEN. 

[Anon. 

There is a world we have not sesH, 
Which time shall never dare deati-oy , 

Where mortal footstep hath not been, 
:N"ol' oar hath caught its Bounds of joy. 

There is a region lovelier far 
Than sages tell, or poets sing. 

Brighter tlian summer beauties r.re. 
And siifcer than the tints of spring. 

It is all holy iind serene, 

The land of glory and repose ; 

And there, to dim the radiant scene, 
Th« tear of sorrow never flows. 
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It is not fanned by summer gale, 

'Tis not refreshed by summer showers, 

It never needs the inoon-beam pale, 
For there are known no evening hours. 



In vain the philosophic eye 

May seolc to view the fair abode, 

Or find it in the curtained sky — 
It is the dwelling-place of God 1 



RETIFvi^MENT- 

" JIe was there nione " when even 
Had round earth ila mantle tliiown ; 
Holding intercousB with heaven, 



IIog-^c;,GoOQ|c 



Thera his inmost heart's emotion 
Made he to his Fiither known ; 
In the spii-it of dovotion, 

Mualog theve " alone." 

So let us, from earth retiring, 
Seek our God and Father's tliroiie ; 
And to other scenes aspiring, 

" Train our hfiarta nlone." 

Thus when time its course hatli ended, 
And the joys of earth are flown, 
We, by hope and hiiss attended, 

Shan not be "alone." 
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